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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


OIL REFINERY CITES ECONOMIC CONDITIONS FOR LAYOFFS 


Dismissal of 34 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 16 Jul 83 p 1 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpt] 


THE BAHAMAS Of Refining 
Compeny (BORCO) in 
Preeport, Grand BSahama, 
Friday fired 34 workers 
because of economic condi- 


conflrmedtoday. . 
The source said the fired 


34 fised workers were not 


warned that they were about to 


be~- laid off, but. were 
—— pay ~ source said. 
member of management 
at BORCO, jointly owned by 
Charter Oil Company and 
Chevron Oil, was available for 
comment today, but it is un- 
derstood a statement is to be 
made by the company on 


Monday. 

The source said the dismissed 
workers used to a to the 
defunct Bahamas Industrial 
Workers Union, once headed by 
Calvin Newton. 


mentioned 
among those to be fired, but 
they were not among the group 


dismissed yesterday. However, 
as are expected to be next on 


Foguanting to the source, 
BORCO, which is experiencing 
economic i 


difficulties, is cutting 
back on staff in an effort to 
streafuline the oper 


further reductions. 
The source was unable to 


“Te God th 
t at 
see ore the 


fered substantial financial 


Charter Oil Co, which owns 
the other iislf of BORCO, 





BAHAMAS 
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stay in business and to stay 
competitive in the industry. 


in April, the President of 
Chevron Oil, which owns half 
of BORCO, said that the 


Chevron Oil has already had 
to close one refinery in ty he 
and convert another in New 
Jetsey into asphalt production 
bevause of ‘‘hard times’’ in the 
oil industry. 














ENERGY ECONOMICS 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Jul 83 p 1 


[Article by Rosemarie Johnson] 


[Text ] THE BAHAMAS Electricity 
Corporation announced today it 
will start its $485,000 Long- 
Term Power Expansion Study 
to forecast how much electricity 
will be needed in New Pro- 
vidence and the Family Islands 
to the year 2,000 | 

Information from the study 
will be used to show when BEC 
will be required to install an 
additional plant and what type 
of plant it should be. The study 
will also review all the available 
sources of energy and types of 
plant to generate electricity, 
said Chairman Milo Butler, Jr 
today. 

**An essential part of the 
Study is a consumer survey 
which is designed to obtain 
information as to how electrici- 
ty is used within the homes of 
persons selected to participate 
in this survey; how this is 
affected by the number of 
persons living there, the type 
and size home, the total family 
income and how interested 
persons would be in methods 
which will help them to reduce 
their consumption within the 
home,” said Mr Butler. 
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ELECTRICITY CORPORATION INITIATES POWER EXPANSION STUDY 


About 2,300 private residents 
and 350 commerical consumers 
will be interviewed in the survey 
which begins on Monday. The 
consumers chosen were selected 
on a ‘‘completely random 
bases.”” Funds have been 
obtained by grant from the 
Inter-American Development 
Bank and carried out by R W 
Beck and Associates, consulting 
firm. 

BEC has urged the persons 
selected to pariicipate, because 
to do so would ‘“‘provide BEC 
with the necessary information 
to serve you better, especially 
with the advice and plans to 
improve your use of the electric- 
ity supplied.’’ Mr Butler said 
that the identity of persons 
interviewed will remain con- 
fidential and will not be iraced 
back to the questionnaire once 
completed. All information, he 
said, which will identify the 
customer will be destroyed. 

Interviewers will carry official 
BEC identification and a letter 
of introduction. The survey will 
be completed by mid-September 
and the whole study will be 
finished in March, 1984. 


BAHAMAS 








ENERGY ECONOMICS BAHAMAS 


BRIEFS 


ELECTRICITY CONSUMERS’ DEPOSITS--THE BAHAMAS Electricity Corporation receives 
$5.5 million annually from consumer deposits, with a total of $1.9 million 
outstanding in bills annually, more than half owed by residents, it was 
revealed in the House of Assembly yesterday. House members spent yesterday 
afternoon debating the appointment of a select committee to consider all mat- 
ters relating to Consumer deposits required to be paid to BEC, Batelco and the 
Bahamas Water and Sewerage Corporation. Surcharges levied by BEC and the ad- 
visability of establishing a Regulatory Agency to regulate such deposits, 
rates and surcharges were also debated. Minister of Work Loftus Roker (PLP- 
Nicholls Town) said that most of the residents owing the $1.9 million fall 
into the category of the "poor Bahamian.” He said BEC must find some way to 
recover these losses, this is why an interest rate is charge on unpaid bills. 
However, he said, the money received on interest rates total only $340,000 
annually. [Excerpt] [Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 4 Aug 83 p 1] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


AMAZON OIL ROYALTIES--The Ministry of Natural Resources and Energy has issued 
a new regulation by which the Ecuadorean State Petroleum Corporation (CEPE) 
will be authorized, as of 15 August 1983, to collect royalties on the 15,000 
barrels of oil extracted daily by foreign oil companies in the Amazon region 
in kind, instead of in direct cash payments, as has been customary. The 
measure is designed to give CEPE better options for marketing its crude oil of 
which, all 92,000 barrels per day have already been placed among the different 
oil multinationals through long-term sales contracts, at a price of $27.50 per 
barrel. [Summary] [PA041425 Quito Voz de los Andes in Spanish 1130 GMT 3 Aug 
83] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


TEXACO ACTIONS INDICATE TREND TOWARD RETRENCHMENT 


Sale of Property 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 30 Jul 83 p 1 


[Excerpt ] 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad, Thurs- 
day (CANA) — Texaco Trinidad 


Incorporated, a fully-owned subsidiary 


part of a streamlining exercise in view 
of falling revenues from oil sales. 

cen eee SAE convine both 

cee ane Sane netivaies bere, has 

tenders through press ads for 

the purchase of the huge “Sta ‘Star farm 


recently. 
a... 3 with the farm is milking and 
steurising equipment, apparent! 
re hee equipm ppa y 


in 


Over the past few months, Texaco 
has also closed down a citrus plantation 
and Selene rentices trade school, 


world oil prices started to 
dcop, Fonneo has boun Seveenving sheet 
it ability to maintain its tions 


35 to 15 per cent means a revenue loss of 
TT$160 (TT$i — 41 cents US). 


Energy Minister 
Patrick Manning gave 
hope for improvement in 
the labour situation in the 
oil sector on Friday when 
he stated that based on 
the decisions and the 
arrangements made with 
the ‘oil companies, the 
SPT Review Committee 
confidently expected to 
see an increase in the 
lie of activity in the 


"Heanieg said he ex- 
pected a very significant 
increase in the work-over 
and levels of em- 


ent. 

Energy Minister 
also disclosed that 
Texaco — one of the 
country’s three major 
land operators — had 

to spend an ad- 

ional $47 million this 
year in oi] drilling and 
steam injection activities 
following negotiations 
with Government relating 
to the decrease in 
taxation and stemming 
retrenchment in the 
sector. 
Other oi] companies 
also made commitments 
to increase their level of 














Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Jul 83 





Other Cutbacks 


(Text ] TEXACO Trinidad Inc. in continu- 


ie 
ti 
ue fd 


p 4 

li the ° 
r oocedied (0 the ‘company, the 
ones being offered is 
re is”. Bids are for 
purchases and dis- 


War on Waste 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Aug 83 p 1 


{Text} SAN FERNANDO: 


CSO: 


ve, both internationally and 


fscstt tb control energy 

extrin is setting u 

Seeds ee carat 
at Pointe-a-Pierre. 


direct attack 
task force will 


5 
S 
ts 


atrick Manning, Minister of 
and Natural Resources 
during which he was reported to 


3298/839 


the promotion energy 
usage and the reduction of waste of 


1966, a Utilities Conservation De- 
rtment was created at Pointe-a- 
erre in recognition of the poten- 

tial savings attainable through 

economic energy utilisation. 
Through its efforts, substantial 
improvements have been achieved 


over the years. 
The global thrust in energy con- 
ayn took Hn waty PAL P 
e years imm ollowing 
oil hikes of 1973 ad i979. 
Despite the relatively low cost of 


a? SS eS eee gas in 
and T , the company 


energy conservation wth a fair de- 
gree of success. 

_ However, energy usage in the re- 
finery stiii accounts for over 20 per 
cent of all expenses. This is in the 
direct form of gas, electrical and 
steam mapa it was stated. 

On producing fields, as energy 
cost is a smaller percentage of over- 
all —_- , 3 — is placed on 
protecting valuable resources 
won from the .Close monitor- 
ing of the collection and utilisation 
of natural gas has always been the 
priority of the Gas Department, it 
was revealed. 

The company said further that 
qneray conservation in producing is 
roe y linked with pollution con- 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


PETROLEUM TAX RELIEF DRAWS REACTION FROM INDUSTRY 


Texaco Assessment 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jul 83 p 7 
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Amoco Response 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Jul 83 pl 


[Article by Jeff Hackett] 


[Text] 


AMOCO Trinidad Oil Company, 
the country’s biggest taxpayer, 


oar a reduction of its riassive 
tax bill, has submitted a package of 
P s designed to increase 

Tan nels Sghpowerd seen, 
masa Amoco team from the United 


States presented the to 
the Cabinet-appointed Inter- 
Committee. 


expans 
we haven't as about re- 
trenchment. We are in business 


to expand. 

Mr Powers did not give any de- 
tails about any of the ‘ 
including those about its possible 
participation in the refining indus- 
try. He said however, that Texaco's 
Pointe-a-Pierre was built 
gravity crude for the 

fuel market. Mr 


ably” with ‘several ae 
an being asked whic 
caused his company to go back to 
the drawing board to provide clarifi- 
ant powers did not say a 
x com: or 
- pany en y 


ann 
: income the 
tax bite represents. 

He stated that the seven-man 
team met twice with the Inter- 
Ministerial Committee and several 
times with government buredu- 


crats. 

The Inter-Ministerial Commit- 
tee, chaired by Labour Minister 
Errol Mahabir with other members 
being Patrick ig, Minister of 
eel and Natural Resources, 

Williams, Minister of State 
Enterprises, and Senator Anthony 
Jaceion, Minister in the Ministry of 
Finance, are still studying the pro- 


Mr Powers declined to state the 
size of the tax cut his company was 


Two weeks ago, the Inter- 

Comm announced 
Cabinet’s decision to cut the 
ie ane penene Petroleum Tax (SPT) 
for operations, from 35S per cent 


to 15 cent. 
Nothing was mentioned about 
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offshore operations, where 
production is greater, at the time. 

Amoco, which is also seeking a 
reduction in the SPT it pays, sub- 
mitted its proposals a few days 
after the announcement. 

Mr Powers explained that last 
October when the company realised 
that uction was declining it 
assembled a team of engineers, 
economists and geologists which 
the company called ‘Trinidad 
Turnaround”’, to take a look at the 
overall situation here. 

He added that in a couple of weeks 
the company consolidated all its 
ideas and all its technical and 
economic information which formed 
the basis of its . 

Mr Powers revealed that 
between March and June, his com- 

any met “‘intermittently with 

ernment.”’ 
added: 


“They were very co-operative. We 
tried to present the status of the 
work we were doing and from time 
to time we would tell them our 
thinking and the direction is; which 
we were going. They, in turn, enligh- 
tened us on their many problems 
and the common objective was to 
afrive at a point where there would 
be a mutuality of interest .... of 
benefit of whatever decisions they 
make, the benefit would accrue to 
Trinidad and Tobago as well as 
Amoco.”’ 

He further revealed that after all 
Amoco’s ideas and plans were 
finali seven-man team flew 
down from the United States. 

Emphasising his company’s policy 
for expansion, Mr Powers said: ‘‘I 
am hopeful for a long term relation- 
ship with the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago.”’ 


He revealed that for the past 
couple of months Amoco’s daily 
uction, which peaked at 140,000 
arrels in 1978, was down to between 
80,000 and 82,000 barrels. 


He added that he could not 
promise in the short term it 
wouldn’t go down further. 

Because of the decision by the 
Organisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OPEC) to class 
prices by five dollars (US) a barrel in 

h , which received $40 
‘US) for a barrel of oil two years 
ugo, now earns (US) $30 a barrel. 








COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


TRADE EXCHANGE POLICY--At the close of its 49th meeting held recently in San 
Salvador, the Committee for Central American Clearing and Exchange Policy 
recommended greater adaptability and flexibility in Central American trade. 
Among the other topics discussed was setting up the Central American travelers 
check. Concerning this it was agreed to pursue the studies already carried out 
with the appropriate priority in light of how much it would facilitate travel 
and would expedite commercial and tourist exchange. Since this would imply free 
exchange of Central American currencies for tourists, it will be considered, 
with the help of the Committee for Central American Clearing and Exchange Policy, 
within the context of other matters with which the Central American Monetary 
Board has been concerned. The report's resolutions will be submitted to the 
Central American Monetary Board for consideration. The board is comprised of 
the presidents of the Central Banks of the Region. [Text] [San Salvador LA 
PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 21 Aug 83 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES ISSUED AT ACLM CONGRESS 


St Johns OUTLET in English 22 Jul 83 p 2 


[Text] 


The Antigua Caribbean Liberation 
Movement launched its ‘Statement 
of Principles and Objectives’ at 
its National Congress held at George 
Weston House on Sunday, July 17th. 
The pooklet, colourfully and stylis- 
ly designed with a symbolic heart 
at its cencre comprises thirty-two 
pages. It details what AUCLM Stands 
for, its principles, and National 
Democratic Objectives. One section 
deals with ‘Rights’ the basic nights 
and freedoms that all Antiguans 


freedom to torm, juin and democra~ 
tically participate in Trade Unions, 


it highlighted an  anti-corruption_ 


code whereby the people through 
checks and safeguards "control pub- 


only for democratically determined 
public development”. 
Another section outlines the charac- 


teristics of the National Economy 
which ACLM maintains is the “very 


opposite of a cCoalonial Economy.” 


12 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 














The National Economy unlike the 
Calonial economy "puts the wheel 
Of national development in national 


"A national monument, born out 

of fifteen (15) years of struggle, 

study ‘and committment to the work- 
ing. people of this country.” 


In its foreword this most significant 
statement is made which reads: 





"Principles are as important to a 
party aS a compass is to a ship. 
If a party fails to develop a body 
of ideas by which it lives, that party 
soon de.enerates into a vapid cult 
of sycophants and opportunists. 
Such is the ruling party - ALP". 


The ACLM Congress not only dis- 
cussed its newly publishd principles 
but held lengthy discussions on a 
United Opposition Front in the next 
General Elections. The Congress 
felt that unity was a necessity pro- 
vided an anti-corruption code, and 
certain key programmes of political 
and economic reform were adopted 
by the United Front. 


CSO: 3298/841 


13 











COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


REGIONAL MOVEMENTS PROTEST BAN ON HECTOR'S TRAVEL 


St Johns OUTLET in English 22 Jul 83 p 2 


(Text The seizure of ACLM Chairman 
Tim Hector's passport, has come 
in for strong cnticism across the 


region. 


Over the past 3 weeks, cables and 
letters of protest from all over 
the Cambbean have been reaching 
the Pome Minister, V.C. Bird, urging 
the government to remove what 
amounted to a travel ban on Bro. 
Hecvor. 


In a letter to Vere Bird, The Pro- 
gressive Labour Party of St Luaa 
Gescribed Bro Hector as “easily one 
of the foremost political thinkers 
in the Canibbean and an outstanding 
jpurnalist.” They called on the 
Regime to return the passport noting 


protests received, the Bird regime 
issued a Press Statement and attempt- 
ed to nd itself of blame and hlamed 














CSO: 
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the courts instead. While claiming 
neutrality the release referred to 
Cde Hector as a “fugitive from  jus- 
tice." Several months ago Minister 
of Carnival, Reuben Haris ranted 
ana raved at a Public meeting that 
the Prime Minister should “take 
away Tim Hector's passport." Now 
that the government has. carried 
out its anti- democratic intent, 


A cable from St Luca's Workers 
Revalutionary Movement said, "WRM 
demands urgent return of passport 
to Tim Hector and end to suppres- 
sion against ACLM. WRM_ sees 


holding passpartt as direct attack 
on civl rights and freedom of Hector.” 


Protests have also come from other 


Most notably, the letter to V.C. 
Bird from St Lucia’s Progressive 
Labour Party headed by former 
Deputy Pome Minister George Odlum 
warned "It is important that this 


15 











COUNTRY SECTION 


FOREIGN ROLE, BAR TO LOCALS IN HOTEL MANAGEMENT ASSAILED 
St Johns OUTLET in English 22 Jul 83 pp 6-7 


[Article by Tim Hector] 


[Text] BRIAN GONSALVES, Chajrman of the 
Antivua Hotels Association had the 
sheer gall to pen the following in 
relation to a front page article in 
OUTLET on June 24, 19835. The man 
is well beside himself. Well past 
his place. 


This is what he wrote: "What we do 
not want to see is tourism being 
pulled into the political arena for 
selfish and personal ambitions". 


Onc has to struggle to be polite in 
replying to this utter rubbish, this 
downright effrontery, this foreign 
upstart. 


First of all, tourism is the main 

” industry in Antigua § Barbuda. It 
follows, not just logically, but 
as a matter of the most ordinary 
common sense, that tourism has to 
hc, and must be, the main, the prime 
the major, and the most regular 
topic of discussion in the politics 
and the economics of Antigua and 
Barbuda. What then is Brian Gon- 
salves talking about that "we do 
not want to see is tourism being 
pulled into the political arena”. 
The man must have parted company 
with his wits, or he must have 
written this crap late Saturday 
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night or carly Sunday morning. Or 
more obviously, he lacks even ele- 
mentary common sense, far less sense 


When he says "we do not want to see" 
what the dickens does he mean. We 
who? The foreign Hoteliers? The 
urrogance of that statement is only 
excceded by its stupidity, if the 
latter can be exceeded in Brian 
Gonsalves’ case. 


Now, in the very same Outlet article 
to which this nincom, Br‘an Gonsalves 
is responding, the Minister in the 
Ministry of Tourism accused the 
foreign Hotelicrs that in their po- 
licy of excluding locals from manage- 
ment in the hotcl industry they were 
guilty “of mental gymnastics" and 
even worse “deception” and worst of 
al! downright "subterfuge". It is 
the Minister who levelled the charg- 


es. 


Those by any standards are serious 
charges. More serious, when it is 
coming from a Minister, giving a 
speech opening Tourism Awareness 
Week. The Minister Hugh Marshall, 
made it crystal clear that he was 
speaking from his "vantage point" 
his knowledgeable vantage point as a 
Minister with direct and responsible 
relations to the tourism industry. 


To those charges, those serious 
charges of "deception" and "subter- 
fuge"’ the Chairman of the Antigua 
Hotel Association says not a word. 
Not a single word. He went dumb. 
So to arrogance and stupidity he 
adds dumbness as his only defence. 


But why did he say nothing? Was he 
treating the Minister with contempt. 
holding that the Minister's remarks 


did not deserve a response, from 
so lofty a foreign entrepreneur’ 


Or was it that the Minister's re- 
marks were so cogent, so directly 
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hitting the nail on the head, that 
the foreign hoteliers would resort 
to any form of "mental gymastics”, 
every "deception" and any ''subter- 
fuge'' to exclude locals from hotel 
management" thatBrian Gonsalves 
could not respond? No “mental 
gymnastics" was subterfuge was now 
possible. 


Certainly, the history of Tourism 
in Antigua and Barbuda shows unmis- 
takably, induhitably and palpably, 
even blatantly, that locals have 
been deliberately excluded from 
Hotel management. None can dispute 
it. 

Two questions arise. Is this poil- 
cy of excluding locals from hotel 
management, racist in intent and 
execution? That is, does it mean 
that a black man, or woman cannot, 
by virtue of being black easily rise 
to top level management in the ho- 
tel industrv? If it is racist then 
it has to be rooted out and now. 
Hands off Antigua you deceptive 
racists! 


Or is it that, in order to permit 
the leakage of funds out of the 
Hotel Industry, in order to deprive 
Antigua § Barbuda of using Tourism 
‘aS a prime means of capital accuma- 
‘tion to undertake our self-deter- 
mined development, it is necessary 
it is absolutely important to em- 


" ploy foreign management, and to use 


deception, subterfuge, and mental 
gymnastics to justify emploving 
foreign personnel. 


The latter point is bevond disrute 
and it confirms the former. Let us 
substantiate the point, because it 
is not only critical, but crucial. 


And let there be no doubt about the 
authenticity of the supporting facts 
either. For these fellows must be 

exposed so that they may take their 











greedy hands off Antigua and Barbu- 
da's neck. 


The Caribbean Tourism Research 
Centre had this to say about the 
foreign hoteliers. 


"In hotels with more than 49 rooms, 
91% of the profits are estimated to 
have been repatriated in 1978 and 


93 % in 1979!! 





This is a very high rate of leakage 
out of any economy, even the most 
Open one. It is outrageous. This 
repatriation of profits is the bane 
the bugbear of the Antiguan economy. 
We,, as Antiguans have always worked 
for THEM. Them, being the foreign 
owners be it in sugar or in tourism. 
And THEY have always repatriated 
their profits, which means that 
Antigua and Barbuda never had and 
never has CAPITAL to undertake OUR 
development. Thus, Antigua remains 
Underdeveloped, while THEY become 
more and more developed. As THEY 
develop we become MORE underdeveloped 
We can take no more of this. 


Let us put Brian Gonsalves and his 
fellow foreign hoteliers in the dock 
where they rightly belong. 


AGAIN, HARD FACTS AS TESTIMONY. 
Again the Caribbean Tourism Research 
Centre report. The experts wrote 
"In summary, of the total revenues 
of EC$31,354,942 enjoyed by hotels 
with more _ than 49 rooms, EC$9 
million, 631 thousand and 4 dollars 
was Calculated as first round leak- 
ages (out of Antigua) and EC$10 
million, 688 thousand 588 dollars 
as second round leakages'' This 
makes a grand total of leakage of 
$21 million out of $31 million by 
the large foreign hotels. That, 
Brian Gonsalves, is an unspeakable 
outrage. 
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me tis 


, where 91 and 95% of profits from 
; Our main industrv, tourism leaks 





Certainly this is alarming. Certain- 
ly it must become a prime, the prime 
matter of political and economic 
policy to reduce this high level of 
leakage. That,at any rate, is ACLM'S 
unshakable and unchangeable policy. 
Get that straight Nincon. 


But no, Brian Gonsalves and his 
foreign hoteliers do not want that 
an’ definitely do not wish to hear 
They fly in a rage the moment 
they bear that this leakage is to be 
ended. And besides using'mental 
gymnastics" assorted "subterfuge" 
and downright "deception" to exclude 
locals from hotel management, THEY 
would fight tooth and nail to pre- 
vent any political administration 

in Antigua which would attempt to 
deal with this dreadful situation 





completely out of Antigua. And to 
boot 62% of REVENUES from tourism 
leaks right back out of Antigua 
in a never ending stream. THEY like 
‘it so. And Bird likes it so. 


ACLM does not. 


And that, is the heart of the matter. 
The root of the difference between 
THEM and US. Either development 

and the centre of Antigua's develop- 
ment is in our hands, or it remains 
in foreign hands, with the tremen- 
dous leakage of capital, and the 
even higher leakage by way of repa- 
triated profits. Bird and the 
foreign hoteliers like the latter, 
we in ACLM insist on the former. 
Tourism must serve our deveiopment. 
And the foreign hoteliers must be 
made to take their hands off Anti- 
gua, not later but now, for later 
will be too late. 


And while we are about it, let us 
remind Minister Hugh Marshall and 
Hotel Association Chairman Brian 














Gonsalves that this question of 
foreign personnel at management 
level, is not only a race question, 
but, like all racial questions, it 
is an economic one - and therefore 
profoundly political. 


Again the authoritative Tourism 
Report. "Another first round leak- 
age is the repatriated earnings of 
FOREIGN EMPLOYEES AT THE 

LEVEL. First round leakage repre- 
sents 12.8% of total administration 
and general expenses totalling some 
E.C $550,000.° 


In other words, foreign management 
repatriates out of their earnings, 
after deducting for living expenses 
and all the perks, 24; times more 
than the $213,00C the government of 
Antigua gets as profits tax! That 
is not just alarming. it is down 
right shocking. In it is ridicu- 
lous in the extreme. Everything 
leaks out. We are in a leaky beat. 
Soon we will sink. 


No amount of "mental gymnastics" 

no level of "deception", no amount 
of "subterfuge" no quantity of arro- 
gance, no amount of stupidity or 
greed on the part of foreign hotel- 
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1ers, should allow this awful situa 
tion to continue. It is our in- 
creasing underdevelopment which is 
at stake. That is to say,our very 
existence as a people with any 
trace of dignity which is in the 
balance. 


Nincom Brian Gonsalves and his 
foreign clique of predators should 
be put under manners. Heavy manners. 
That is the only way our tourism 
can serve our national goals, our 
national development, and the crea- 
tion of our truly national destiny. 


ACLM makes no apologies about that. 
And if Nincom Brian Gonsalves wants 


to more mindless and daft 

ol oe releases’ he may join the 
chorus, and in order to have the . 
present mess continue call ACLM 
"‘commmist"™ so that Bird and our 
increasing underdevelopment will 
continue while this foreign clique 
repatriates the fruits from the 
sweat of our labour. 





One thing is certain, sometime, 
and sooner rather than later, the 
chickens will come home to roost. 























CODNTRY SECTION 


FNM IN HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY RAPS ZNS POLITICIZATION 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 4 Aug 83 p 4 


[Anthony Forbes ] 


| Text | 


OPPOSITION Whip Frank 
Watson told members of the 
House of Assembly Wednesday 
that productivity, attitudes and 
morale at ZNS Radio and 
Television will not improve 
unless Government lets the 
professionals there discharge 
their duty in the manner in 
which they were trained. 

“The whole process of low 
morale is due to the continuous 
meddling in the affairs of the 
station by the Government,”’ 
Mr Watson (FNM - 
Carmichael) said as he moved 
for the appointment of a select 
committee to set policy 

; for ZNS. 

But Government members 
present voted 14-9 to defeat the 
opposition motion, on which 
only Holy Cross MP Charles 
Carter, Chairman of the 
Broadcasting Corporation of 
the Bahamas, spoke for the 
Government side 


Also speaking on the motion 
were Blue Hills MP Arthur 
Foulkes and Montagu MP Or- 
ville Turnquest. 

Mr Watson wanted the 
committee to consider the ad- 
visability of settling and re- 

i for i ta- 
tion by the Minister responsible 
for broadcasting revised policy 

ideli and directives for 

oadcast time to be made 
available on a monthly basis 
and on other special occasions 
of national importance. 

In addition to election 
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broadcasts and Christmas 
messages, Mr Watson wanted 
the committee to consider polit- 
ical broadcasts by both the 
Government and Official Op- 
position in pursuance of their 
respective parliamentary and 
constitutional responsibilities. 

Mr Watson said the Opposi- 
tion is-deeply concerned about 
the policy of ZNS Radio and 
TV-13 to slant news which is 
unfavourable to Government 
and not to cover or ignore 
Opposition events. 

Charging that ZNS discrimi- 
nates against the public in the 
discharge of its duties, he 
accused Government of using 
the television station for its 
political purposes while the 
Opposition is not even given the 
opportunity to respond if a 
response is warranted. 

He said that the Opposition 
and concerned citizens should 
have a channel to air a different 
point of view. 

If the nation is to grow, Mr 
Watson said, no Bahamian 
ought to be denied the right to 
hear the other side of the coin. 

He said the area of news 
reporting concerns the Opposi- 
tion most because sometimes 
people wonder whether an op- 
Popsition exists in the country. 
He also said that the editorial 
discretion exercised by man- 
agement at ZNS seems more 
like dictatorial discretion. 

He said ZNS is not helping 
Bahamians to make up their 
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minds, but rather trics to make 
up thei minds for them. 

He then recounted a long list 
of meidents which show that 
ZNS discriminates against the 
Opposition. 

Mr Watson said that during 
the recent Labour Day parade, 
ZNS focused mainly on the 
march led by the Bahamas 
Hotel and Catering Workers 
Unmon and the PLP without 
hardly mentioning the other 
march led by the Trade Union 
Coneress. 

He said only s!i-ht mention 
was made of ° late FNM 
Senator and MP, Garnet 
Levarity, who was buried in 
Grand Bahama over the 
weekend, although he was one 
of the role models that 
Bahamians could look up to. 

He said ZNS even failed to 
cover the banquet in March 
honouring Yamacraw MP Mrs 
Janet Bostwick, the first woman 
ever to be clected to the House 
of Assembly in a_ history- 
making victory in the 1982 
general eiections. 

He said ZNS’ excuse was that 
they were not invited but 
pointed out that a ‘*good 
newsman** would have broken 
down the doors if he wanted to 
get the news. 
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Mr Watson pointed to 
week-long celebrations by the 
FNM youth branch, the 
Torchbearers, which received 
no coverage, yet a week of 
activities by the governing 
party's youth group, the Young 
Liberals, was covered by ZNS. 

He said ZNS is the most 
politically-influenced organiza- 
tion in the whole country. 

Mr Carter, who said that Mr 
Watson said nothing worthy of 
a reply, told House members 
that he shared Mr Watson's 
concern for the freedom of the 
press and that it was a deliber- 
ate policy of ZNS not to sink 
into the gutter of yellow jour- 
nalism. 

He also said that as chairman 
of the Board of the Broadcast- 
ing Corporation, he is yet to see 
a sensible application to operate 
an independent radio station 
that would provide a 
meaningful sefvice to the com- 
munity. 

He said one of the missions 
of ZNS was to explain the 
government’s policies to the 
nation and to motivate the 
people. 

He said there is nothing 
sinister of political in ZNS 
pa Ogrammes. 














COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


PLP ORGAN QUESTIONS VANGUARD PARTY LINKS WITH CUBA 
Nassau THE HERALD in English 22 Jul 83 pl 
[Article by Q. E. Thomas] 


[Text] [Editor's Note: Stacey Treco is a Bahamian university student who left 
Cuba in disgust not long after starting her scholarship studies there, as 
recounted at great length in a series carried recently by Nassau;s THE TRI- 
BUNE, in which she told of her growing disillusionment at conditions in Cuba 
and the rules imposed on foreign students there.] EVER SINCE STACEY TRECO 
BEGAN SINGING LIKE A CANARY about the treatment she and other Bahamians 
received in Cuba, while studying on a scholarship arranged by the Vanguard 
Nationalist and Socialist Party, we have been congratulated numerous times for 
having first revealed the presence of Vanguard party members in Cuba. 





SOME BAHAMIANS DOUBTED OUR WORD that the Vanguard, from right under the noses 
of the Bahamian people, had sneaked several of its members off to Cuba. Un- 

like Ms. Treco, however, who studied at the University of Camaguey, hierarchy 
members of the Vanguard are enrolled at the political school in Havana. 


WHEN we told the Bahamian people that Arthur Hamilton and Leslie French were 
studying in Cuba, Comrade Charles Fawkes, Propaganda Chief of the Vanguard's 
scandal sheet, laughingly denied it telling us that "the last I heard of Ar- 
thur was that he was in California studying." 


THE following week, the Vanguard's Propaganda Chief told The Herald "I have 
heard from Arthur and he says you fellows had better be able to prove that he 
was indeed in Cuba because he intends to sue you.” 


SINCE the revelations by Ms. Treco, the Vanguard has been trying subtly to 
make Bahamians believe that we share some common identity with the Cuban gov- 
ernment--not the Cuban people, mind you, but the Cuban government. They say 
there is nothing to fear. But if there is nothing for any Bahamian to fear 
about an infiltration of this country by the Communists, then why was the 
Vanguard so secretive about their presence in Cuba, in the first place? 


BY NOW, all Bahamians will have realised that the Socialist experiment is 


nothing but a guise for tyranny over free people. There are countless exan- 
ples from which they can draw. We have often heard of persons trying to 
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escape the tyranny in countries run by a Socialist or Communist government, we 
almost never hear about anyone from free democratic countries tyring to escape 
to a Socialist or Communist country. Everyone knows that were Castro to open 
wide the doors of Cuba almost all Cubans would flee the country. 


BAHAMIANS have the example learnt by young Ms. Stacey Treco in Cuba as their 
guide to what the practice of Socialism is all about. Ms. Treco left home 
eager to experience in her own words, “life in a classless society." Within a 
few days of her stay in Cuba, the once fervent Socialist discovered that 
Cubans are only free to do one thing: what they are told to do. Mrs. Treco 
quickly found out that what the Cubans and the Vanguard say is discipline is 
simply blind faith in a tyrannical system. 


THERE should be no doubt now in the minds of anyone what the Vanguard's plans 
are for this country, should Bahamians ever given them the change to imple- 
ment them. It is clear that the country would be sold over completely to a 
Socialist form of government which, even a once avowed Socialist, Ms. Stacey 
Treco, now realises does not work. 


IT IS REALLY AMUSING to us that both opposition parties in this country--the 
Free National Movement and the Vanguard Nationalist and Socialist Party--would 
waste absolutely no time in handing over this to interests foreign to the 
Bahamian way of life. 


EVERYONE knows by now that the Free National Movement was closely connected 
with underworld elements in the United States of America and Canada. The Free 
National Movement no longer even bothers to deny that fact. And it is obvious 
to all what type of system the Vanguard would have in store for Bahamians. 


THE Progressive Liberal Party remains the only one true voice continuing to 
labour for the success of Bahamians. We admit there have been some mistakes 
but what organisation which has wrought such a miracle for the Bahamian people 
in so short a time would not have made mistakes? The people's party, however, 
the PLP, still remains true to the Bahamas and its people. 


IT should be clear to anyone who has read the Vanguard's scandal sheet that 
the meticulous and well-documented and researched articles in the scandal 
sheet could not possibly be written by the paper's staff. Most of their for- 
eign news is lifted verbatim from Cranma, the official Cuban news agency: 
There is nothing objective to their news coverage, it is simply the Cuban Gov- 
ernment's position. Now, will the Vanguard tell us where they are getting 
their money from. Is it Cuba? We certainly don't believe they get it from 
paper sales. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT ATTACKED BY COMMUNICATIONS PUBLIC WORKERS UNION 


Archer on Antilabor Laws 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 Jul 83 pp l, 


[Article by Anthony Forbes ] 


[ Text J OUTSPOKEN trade union 
leader Leonard Archer 
declared last night that 

must to Bay 


promise to pass the 50 
amendments after the Trade 
Union Congress warned it 
would withdraw from the 


In his address to the tenth 
annua! convention of bow 
Communications 


Mr Archer, President of the 
Bahamas Union of Teachers 
and Secretary General of the 
TUC, was speaking on his last 
of the four points of his 
address, that of doing it 
together with other workers of 
the country. 

He said it was not an casy 
task given the climate of real 
fear which pervades this nation 
and the inability of the average 


2h 


10 


Bahamian worker to determine 
his own needs and interests, as 
opposed to letting someone else 
determine those needs for him. 

**However difficult the task,’’ 
Mr Archer said, ‘‘we must keep 
at it, until all the workers in this 
country are able to identify 
their own needs, and take those 
kinds of actions which will 
ensure their self survival and 
their happiness.’’ 

To fully develop his point, 
Mr Archjer went into a little bit 
of history, beginning with the 
1958 general strike by 
Bahamian workers. 

**One of the immediate 
benefits of this strike was the 
introduction of constitutional 
reforms, and the abolition of 
certain election abuses, which 
led to majority rule in 1967 and 
independence in 1973,”’ he said. 

Mr Archer said that while the 
strike produced a kind of 
political freedom, the workers, 
who struggled so heroically in 
1958, apparently went to sleep, 
thinking the battle was won, 
and allowed themselves to be 
shackled with industrial chains, 
the shackles of which we now 
have 10 break. 

In 1965, he said, the then 
government passed the Trade 
Union and Coinciliation Act, 
which had as one of its main 
purposes, the prevention of any 
further general strike. 

Under the law trade unions 
were to be organized by in- 
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dustry and craft and any at- 
tempt by these unions to coop- 
erate in industrial matters 
would be punishable by law. 

“The effect was to keep 
unions, small, weak and poor, 
so that never again would they 
be able to challenge the power 
of the state,’’ he said. 

Mr Archer said that these 
“‘pernicious provisions’’ were 
retained in the IRA, an act 
which was passed by men who 
participated in the 1958 general 
strike, and who understood, 
and feared the power of the 
trade unions, and who took 
great pains to see to it that the 
trade unions would never again 
be in a position to mount a 
successful challenge to their 
political power. 

Mr Archer said that our 
industria! laws are so poor thiat 
they contain no provision for 
workers who are wrongfully 
dismissed to be reinstated; no 
redundancy or severance pay 
for workers who lose their jobs 
from business closure or failure; 
restrict the ability of unions to 
enforce their contracts in the 
courts, ‘‘and they make the 
Minister, and by extension the 
Government, impotent in 
dealing with a_ recalcitrant 
em "hn 
“They also do not contain 
the fundamental right of the 
worker to withdraw his labour, 
while seeking economic 
justice,”"” he said. ‘‘It is for 
these reasons that I have pre- 
viously described the Industrial 
Relations Act, as the most anti 
labour piece of legislation that 
can be found anywhere.”’ 

Mr Archer said that for a 
long time, those in the trade 
union movement have been 
talking about amendments to 
the IRA, and while they talk 
nothing gets done. 

In 1982 or late 1981, Mr 
Archer said, the Government in 
parliament set up a committee 
to deal with the IRA and the 
Fair Labour Standards Act. 

The TUC, he said, was 
invited to send to this commit- 
tee those clauses of the IRA 
which the TUC felt ought to be 
amended and ‘‘something like 
$0 amendments‘* to the IRA’s 
70 clauses, were sent to the 
committee. 

“‘That’s how muc? we felt the 
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act needed ti) be amended,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We wanted amendments 
to virtually the entire Act.”’ 

He said that the committee 
met with the TUC and both the 
Government and the Opposition 
agreed that the amendments 


it, and that it had to be returned 
to the manufacturer for repairs. 

“I stared at him in disbelief, 
as I did not believe that the 
corporation would provide 
equipment to its customers, that 
none of its technicians could 
repair,”’ said Mr Archer. 

Had the — bw a 
participant in ¢ ision- 
making process, it would have 
insisted that technicians be 
trained to repair any new 
equipment before it was offered 
to the customer. 

“The expansion of telephone 
facilities is not a decision for 
management alone, since the 
work involved in the expansion 
is performed by the workers,”’ 
he said. ‘‘The union must be 
involved in the planning as well 
as the decision to expand the 
corporation’s facilities.”’ 

He said that Batelco and 
other corporations must dis- 
abuse themselves of the: notion 
that the aspirations of the 
owners and managers are dia- 

i opposed to the aspi- 
rations of the workers, 
workers must rid themselves of 
any similar notions, to achieve 
the — of which they are 


‘*] believe that it is up to the 
workers to demand this type of 
participation and co-operation, 
since Owners and managers by 
their upbringing and training 
are prevented by institutional 
barriers from seeing the 
necessity of it,’’ he said. 

“I urge you, the workers, to 
make worker participation one 
of your principal goals, and to 
make every effort to convince 
management that by doing it 
pasa everyone benefits,’’ he 


Mr Archer told BCPOU 
members that the trade union 
movement is the very essence of 
democracy and in order for it to 
be successful, the participation 








and involvement of every 
member is essential. 


Call for Unified Union 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 Jul 83 pp 1, 10 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text | TRADE UNION Congress Union were: public officers; 
Secretary-General Leonard teachers; pilots, airline, tele- 
Archer Monday night pro- phone, electrical and water and 
posed that seven unions sewerage workers. 
whose members are employed He said that the large public 
by Government form sector union will be headed by 
themselves into one large a national president, elected by 
public sector union to achieve all the members, and that each 
economic justice and a sense unit be represented at the 
of real worth. executive level by a vice presi- 

**Let me say here and now, dent chosen by the constituent 
that I am on no ego trip, nor unit. 
am I power mad,”’ declared Mr Mr Archer’s proposal came 
Archer, who is also President of as he dealt with the third point 
the Bahamas Union of Teach- of his speech based on the 
ers, in a four-point address to convention’s theme: ‘‘Let’s Do 
the tenth annual. convention of li Together,’ before an au- 
the Bahamas Communications dience that included V Estario 
and Public Officers Union. Caittick, Regional Director of 
‘| make this proposal in all Postal, Telegraph and Tele- 
seriousness, because | believe phone International; and 
that only by so duing, can the George De Peana of the In- 
workers at the public sector be ternational Labour Organiza- 
truly represented by an organi- tion. 
zation which is — ~—— 
to take on our employer in fu sale ; 
be and win” Mr Arche alte tanta cots 
**I believe that the only way sine: President, Arlington 
: hieve iller; Construction Union 
for the public worker to ac President, H H Minnis; BUT 
economic justice, and tc have a Secretary General, Haldane 
sense of real worth in his own ; vr ites teed. 
country, is for them to combine dent ‘aa Coun: and East 
their strengths, and if you Side Stevedore Union executive 
believe like 1 do, then I say, Curtis Tu ; 
let"s do it together, and do $0 as On Wis thied poles of comin 
ible,’’ he added. re pos 8 
SOON &5 POSSIONC, cons M together with other public 
The public sector unions Mr , Ste Aadeer enid 
Archer referred to in his address aaa at oe coms te the 
to BCPOU members at the East oie tomer tear the tome 
Street South Headquarters of kinds of problems. 


the Bahamas Public Services 
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“We work for the same 
employer, and in order to get a 
wage settlement or a contract, 
we eventually have to appeal to 
the same group of men in the 
Churchill Building, the Cabinet, 
and in many if not in all cases, 
we appeal to the same man, the 
Prime Minister,"’ said Mr Ar- 
cher. 

Mr Archer, under threat of 
being fired from the teaching 
profession by the Government, 
said this is as true for the 
telephone workers, as it is true 
for teachers, for public officers, 
for electrical workers, for water 
and sewerage workers, for 
airline workers and for the 
pilots. 

**Our wage settlements have a 
disturbing similarity, our 
working conditions are very. 
similar, and our problems with 
backward managements are also 
very similar,’* he said. 

Mr Archer added that in the 

same vein, ‘“‘we have to take the 
same kind of industrial actions, 
in order to get anything for our 
members, and we always hear 
about the public good, and the 
public interest whenever we 
make demands, or threaten 
action.”” 
“If all of what | have just 
said is true, and I maintain that 
it is, except for these small 
differences that are necessarily 
caused by the type of work we 
do, then it seems eminently 
sensible to me that whatever we 
have to do, we should do it 
together,’’ Mr Archer said. 

“If ous working conditions 
are similar, then together we 
should do those things which 
would ensure that those 
working conditions are the 
kinds of conditions that would 
allow the workers to perform 
their jobs with dignity. 

“If our wage settlements are 
similar, then together we 
shopuld seek wage settlements 
which would ensure that the 
workers get a fair share of the 
economic pie to enable them to 
live with dignity. 

**And if we are all hampered 
by a recalcitrant and backward 
managememt, then we should 
take the kinds of action which 
would lead to enlightened man- 

who believe that only by 
aecepting the workers as équal 


partners in the enterprise, and 
by implementing meaningful 
workers participation schemes, 
can the enterprise be suc- 
cessful,’” he said. 

“| am therefor: proposing 
that the telephone workers, the 
public officers, the electrical 
workers, the water and sewer- 
age workers, the airline 
workers, the pilots and the 
teachers, form themselves into 
one large public sector union, 
headed by a national! president, 
elected by a!! the members, and 
that each of the present unions 
form units within the larger 
union, and that each unit be 
represented at the executive 
level by a vice president chosen 
by the constituent unu,”’ Mr 
Archer said. 

The union leader also called 
for workers participation in the 
decision making at the corpora- 
tion, at the functional level in 
all training and promotion 
schemes. 

Mr Archer also blamed the 
lack of attention by Bateico 
management to staff training 
for the poor quaiity of service 
the corporation provides for its 
customers. 

He recalled that in April, 
1982, he requested that Batelco 
install in his office the latest at 
that time in telephones, the 
logic dialer. 

After the instrument was 
installed and connected to the 
trunk lines, Mr Archer said he 
discovered that the dialer was 
not working so he reported the 
matter to Batelco. 

He said a technician came a 


would go to parliament. 

“Then a problem developed. 
The trade unions felt that the 
Memorandum of Understand- 
ing, which was supposed to 
ensure cooperation between the 
Government and the unions, the 
unions felt that it wasn‘t 
working and so we let it be 
known that if nothing could be 
done to make that document 
work, then we would withdraw 
from it’’. 

Mr Archer said the TUC 
members went to see the Prime 
Minister just before the final 
break and one of the questions 
that was raised was the 
amendments to the IRA. 

‘‘What he told us was simply 
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this: ‘I don‘t think I can get my 
people to support those 
amendments any longer.’ In 
other words, if you are not 
going tO support us, we are not 
going to bring those Industrial 
Relations Act amendments to 
parliament,”’ said Mr Archer. 

“The fact is, if those laws 
need amending, it should not be 
dependent upon whether the 
trade union movement supports 
this government or any other 
government. If the amendments 
are needed they should be 
done,’’ he said. 

‘And you see, they are not 
going to be done, until you see 
we ali together one Wednesday 
when parliameni is in session, 
march down to Bay Street ind 
ring that parliament with peonie 
until those amendmeits are 
passed,”’ said Mr Archer. 

**That is the only way they it 
will be done,’’ he said. ‘‘You 
see, I am tired of people 
complaining to me and | am 
tired of other people telling me 
about the compiaints of other 
people because if you complain 
only to your friends, nobody is 
listening. 

“The people can do some- 
thing about the situation when 
they meet every now and then 
on Wednesday and we know 
when they meet and | should 
say that since they represent us, 
or are supposed to represent us, 
then we go down there and 
demand that they represent us 
and do the things that we want 
them to do because it is 
supposed to be our business 
that they are doing, not their 
own,’ said Mr Archer. 

Mr Archer said that lest 
anyone make the mistake of 
believing that the government 
has more power, a little 
arithematic will give the answer. 

‘*There are only 43 of them 
and at least 80,000 of us,’’ Mr 
Archer said. ‘‘We put them 
there, we can take them out.”’ 

He said that ‘‘we do not have 
to ask for anything, we demand 
that they live up to their 
responsibility. And the only 
way for us to get out and get 
this country straight is if we do 
it together.’”’ 

*“*If we want these things to 
change, and if we want legisla- 
tion which ensures that 














Bahamian workers in the 
Bahamas are treated with 
dignity and respect, then 
together we must do those 
things which will ensure that 
our elected representatives have 
no choice but to pass legisla- 
tion, which gives the workers, 
the justice he so richly de- 
serves,’’ Mr Archer said. 
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MAXIMUM gains for the 
workers can only come when 
there is a merging of the 
socialist Vanguard Party and 
the trade unions, Chairman Dr 
John McCartney told the tenth 
annual convention of the Bah- 
amas Communications and 
Public Officers Union last 
night. 

Dr McCartney also said that 
the socialist party supports 
Monday night’s call by Trade 
Union Congress secretary gen- 
eral Leonard Archer for 
workers employed by Govern- 
ment form themselves into a 
large Public Sector Union to 
achieve economic justice. 

Speaking on the second night 
of the week-long convention at 
the Bahamas Public Services 
Union headquarters on East 
Street South, Dr McCartney 
also hailed the BCPOU as a 


Paton that militantly and prin- 


cipally fights for the worker and 
his rights. 

One of the correct criticism 
of labour unions in the Bah- 
amas, Dr McCartney said, was 
that they are afraid to chart a 
more independent course and 
thwarted the rise of a genuine 
working class consciousness. 

He said that the BCPOU, 
ably and correctly led by its 
courageous leaders, has taken 
the lead in bringing the process 
of stagnation to an end. 

Dr McCartney, a former 
political science professor at 
Purdue University in the United 
States, said that under the 
capitalist system in the Bah- 
amas, the only organization 
that demands and can enforce 
the capitalists turning over a 
just share of the wealth to the 
people is the labour union. 
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He said the BCPOU’s current 
fight with the (Nassau) Guard- 
ian is a prime example of how 
capitalists run over the workers, 
if there is no workers organiza- 
tion to stop them. 

**As your union has helped to 
make public, the Guardian has 
shortened hours, fired workers 
without notice, cut back pay 
owed to workers and responded 
with firings to the workers’ 
demand for a higher general 
wage scale,"’ Dr McCartney 
said. 

He said all private profit 
institutions and even many 
public ones are run on the same 
system and the only friend that 
the workers have is the unions. 

‘That is why the Vanguard 
Party supports Bro Leonard 
Archer’s call for telephone 
workers, public officers, 
electrical workers, airline pilots, 
teachers, etc, to form 
themselves into one large public 
sector union. 

“For that would give the 
workers even more public clout, 
and that would enable them to 
garner a more just share of the 
surplus value that the public 
and private capitalists rip off 
from us,”’ the socialist party 
leader said. 

Dr McCartney also said that 
the leadership of the ruling 
Progressive Liberal party and 
the official opposition Free 
National Movement are capital- 
ists or right-wing coinmitted to 
the general anti-worker status. 

He also said that ‘‘maximum 
gains for the workers can only 
come when there is a merging of 
the socialist party and the 
unions." 

He said that the PIP and 
some leaders of the FNM led 





the struggle for majority rule 
but had no interest in changing 
th: system of capitalism that 
saw a few rich Bay Strect Boys, 
foreign investors and banks 
running the country. 

He said the PLP was not 
interested in changing the unfair 
tax system, the unplanned 
economy, lack of minimum 
wage, lack of mass quality 
higher education, the low ciul- 
tural level and the autocratic 
Westminster system of govern- 
ment, and ‘‘only wanted to put 
black faces in white places.’ 

He said that since the PLP 
has been in power. the plight of 
the workers in a comparative 
sense has become worse as a 
minority of rich black and white 
capitalists, foreign investors, 
political favourites and banks 
get rieher while the plight of the 
masses.gets worse. 


He said that while over half 


of all income in the Bahamas 
2oes to ihe richest 20 per cent. 
unemployment has risen to 2S 
io 30 per cent, wages hase not 
substantially increascd siner 
1970, and the cost of living 
skyrocketing, “each ycar more 
and more politicians are 
becoming inillionaires.” 
“Unfortunately, labour for 
many years did not face the fact 
that the PLP was supportive of 
the capitalist exploiters of or 
people, and allowed their vup 
port of the PLP in the race 
struggle of the past to continuc 
far into the 1970s,"" he said. 
‘*Fortunately,’” Dr Me 
Cartney added, “unions ithe the 
BCPOLU and the BUT has: 
taken the lead in educatine, our 
workers to the class struggle, 
and the ruling class politicians 
now know that labour will not 
rest with second class citizen- 


ship in these islands." 


FNM Exhortation 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 28 Jul 83 pp 1, 13 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text } 


OFFICIAL Opposition Lead- 
Museum sin cael Goss 
y ni trade 

unionists and trade union lead- 


ers not to hesitate to out 
On matters that c affect 
the welfare of the union and the 
worker. 


Mr Isaacs, Leader of the Free 
National Movement, also said 
unionists should not hesitate to 
speak out on issues that fun- 
damentally affect the welfare of 
the country, such as those 
relating directly to the practice 
of democracy. 


In his address to the tenth 
annual convention of the Bah- 
amas Communications and 
Public Officers Union, Mr 
Isaacs restated ‘‘with more 
conviction than ever’’ his 
longstanding view that trade 
unions should not be married to 


any political party, including 
the FNM 


**¥ believe that it is not in the 
best interest of the free trade 
union movement to become the 
appendage of any party because 
of the high probability, perhaps 
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even inevitability, of conflict of 
interest among the leadership,”’ 
Mr Isaacs said. 

He said that any trade union 
of more than a few members is 
bound to have within its ranks 
members of different political 
parties and so formal political 
all'ances are bound to produce 
immediate division in the ranks. 

**That is not to say, however, 
that trade unions should not 
have an active interest in the 
politics of their own country,”’ 
said Mr Isaacs. ‘‘Quite the 
contrary. Politics affects your 
lives as trade unionists and as 
citizens.”’. 

_ Mr Isaacs said that as citi- 
zens, workers will vote for the 
party of their choice in any 
election and no doubt the good 
of the workers and those who 
would like to become workers 
will influence the way they vote. 

‘*As trade unionists and 
par‘icularly as trade union lead- 
ers, you should not hesitate to 
speak out, I suggest, on matters 
which clearly affect the welfare 
of the union and the worker,”’ 
he said. 

















**Neither should you hesitate 
to speak out on issues which 
fundamentally affect the 


another case, offer a better 
chance of bringing about full 
employment in place of chronic 
unemployment. 

“It is obvious that in its 
approach to political matters a 
trade union would be blessed to 
have leaders capable of restraint 
as well as courage and good 
judgment as well as strength,”’ 
Mr Isaacs said. 

In his eight-page prepared 
address to BCPOU members at 
the East Street South head- 
quarters of the Bahamas Public 
Services Union, Mr Isaacs also 


**] believe trade unions, 
churches, civic organizations 
and other groupings in the 
country should also get together 
to discuss our democracy and to 
share their ideas and views by 
way of the public media and by 
ilirect representations to Gov- 
ernment and Opposition,”’ he 
added. 

“Tae whole future of our 
country - the solving of its 
mulkitude of problems, its pro- 
gress, its security and its peace - 
depends on whether we have the 


reac: the interest and the 
ill to sit down and do it 


together,”’ Mr Isaacs said. 
**History awaits our answer.”’ 
He told the convention that 
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TUC Mobilization Plan 


TRADE UNION Congress 
president Arlington Miller last 
night outlined an ambitious 
plan for mobilizing union 
power to improve the lives of 
the working class. 

Addressing the closing session 
of the 10th annual conference 
of the Bahamas Communica- 
tions and Public Officers Union 
(BCPOU), Mr Miller called for 
the establishment of an econom- 
ic COMMmittee by the unions to 
combat _ _ unemployment 
rate and ot pressin o- 
blems. see 

Mr Miller, who is also presi- 
dent of the Bahamas Public 
Service Union, said that the 
committee should be established 
within the TUC ‘‘to help 
coordinate investment op- 
portunities collectively so as to 
maximize the best returns on 
our investments.’’ 

And, he proposed that the 
Tuc: 


*Set up a committee to 
*‘coordinate investment into 
fishing and farming and other 
agro-related industries.”’ 

*Form a committee to deal 
with ‘‘the setting up and 
coordinating of the latest mar- 
keting techniques to promote 
~¥ programmes immediate- 
y.”” 

*Seek ways to establish a 
training institution which would 
offer vocational courses ‘‘and 
nurture the true spirit of trade 
unionism.”’ 

*Use its international affili- 
ates to provide educational 
opportunities for Bahamians. 
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*Establish, operate and 
maintain a bank for venture 
capital commercial loans and 
soft loans. 

*Establish a news-media or- 
gan for the purpose of further- 
ing the objectives and aspera- 
tions of union members. 

*‘Trade unions must now 
mobilize the collective mem- 
bership in the pursuit of na- 
tional objectives. But, we must 
pursue national objectives ever 
mindful of our rights and duties 
as trade unionists and as Citi- 
zens of our nation,’’ Mr Miller 
said. 

‘‘We must now mobilize the 
financial resources of our col- 
lective memberships and pursue 
those common objectives which 
will alleviate the plight of 
unemployment. We must now 
secure food and shelter for our 
members. We must now work 
to build a safe society for our 
sons and daughters.”’ 

Mr Miller called on all trade 
unions to ‘‘transcend their 
narrow, selfish goals,’’ during 
this second decade of Indepen- 
dence. 

‘“*Rise up to the challenge to 
help shape the future of the 
men and women in this na- 
tion,”’ he said. 

Mr Miller stressed that new 
attitudes must be moulded so 
that Bahamians can be a proud 
and dignified people. 

He said the problems that 
plague the nation must be 
confronted, but they must also 
be dealt with in a practical 
manner. 
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IN KEEPING with both its 
moral and legal obligations, 
The Bahamas National Trust 
would like to use the imminent 
opening of the crawfishing 
season as a springboard [> 
launch a reminder to all 
Bahamians that there is an 
ever-increasing need for con- 
servation on all fronts. 

Today, we approach the open 
season on crawfish. In a few 
weeks it will once again be open 
season on the white crown 
pigeon. And each and every day 
of the year the conch and the 
grouper have no choice other 
than to survive as best they can 
the sometimes thoughtless pred- 
atory greed of a great many 
citizens. Some of these citizens 
are relatively blameless. The 
majority, however, know better 
and, accordingly, should do 


both within and without the 
arena of commercial fishermen, 
who wish to see the legislation 
of air compressors in order to 
vastly increase the harvesting of 
crawfish from the ocean bed. 
While the Trust appreciates that 
advocates of air compressors do 
not intentionally mean to harm, 
both commonsense and scientif- 
ic sense make it virtually man- 


The Trust endorses and 
applauds recent public state- 
ments made by the Hon George 
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Smith, Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, and repeats them 
here as a public service to all 
Bahamians. Said Minister 
Smith: 

“It is true that the use of 
compressors could result in 
short term benefits for those 
who use them. It is equally true, 
however, that widespread use of 
such apparatus would result in 
the long-term, in the depletion 
of our valuable marine re- 
sources.”” 

And again: 

“The Government has a full 
and clear responsibility to all 
Bahamians to properly manage 
our marine resources for the 
reasonable exploitation by the 
present generation so that 
future generations may also 
enjoy their benefits. The 
decision not to support the 
legalised use of underwater 
breathing apparatus is therefore 
in keeping with that most 
serious responsibility.”’ 

The Bahamas National Trust 
would like to take this opportu- 
nity to point out that the use of 
air compressors for the 
harvesting of crawfish is not the 
only serious threat which faces 
our National fisheries. The 
poaching of non-Bahamian 
commercial fishermen — al- 
though greatly reduced thanks 
to efforts of the Government — 
is by no means non-existent. 
The continuous daily rape of 
the reefs by tourist yachts 
people (especially in the 
northwestern Bahamas) is a 














threat to conservation with 
which all local authorities must 
quickly come to grips. 


Here in The Bahamas bleach 
and other toxic chemicals are 
used to capture marine life. 
Undersized and spawny female 
crawfish are harvested with 
almost equal frequency as the 
iegal catch. 


Recently, the Trust received 
sound recommendations from 
local fishermen which deal with 
these serious threats and which 
if carried out could alleviate 
most of our fishery problems. 

The Trust supports these 
recommendations: - 

1. a stringent law should be 
enforced on the use of toxic 
chemicals on marine life, 

2. the crawfish open season 
should be shortened to pro- 
tect thousands of spawny 
crawfish killed during 
August, 

3. peaching both by Bahamians 
during the closed season and 
by non-Bahamians year 
round should be stopped by 
enforcing the existing laws, 

4. stronger regulations and 
enforcement are needed to 
control tne use of scuba 
equipment by 
spearfishermen. 
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The Trust is convinced that 
our national marine resources 
can be nurtured and protected 
and conserved even while the 
number of fishermen increases. 
However, ultimate success can 
only be achieved if there is full 
co-operation on all sides. 
Towards this end the Trust is 
grateful for the understanding 
exhibited in a recent editorial in 
the morning daily and wishes to 
share this part of those .om- 
mendable observations with as 
many Bahamians as possible: _ 

**A philosopher once said, ‘O 
cursed lust for gold, to what 
does thou not bring the hearts 


of men’. 

**This saying is as appropriate 
today as it was the many years 
ago when it was first uttered, 
and we strongly urge the fish- 
ermen of the Bahamas, be they 
from Abaco or from Inagua, to 
think of conservation and of 
their own descendants and not 
of the big dollar of the next 
catch. In that way they will be 
helping to build a better Bah- 
amas for themselves and for 
future Bahamians.”’ 

It was in the spirit of those 
words that the Trust was 
founded. It is in the spirit of 
those words that it continues its 
efforts for the national benefit. 
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In a communication to the 
House of Assembly today, the 
Prime Minister said that as soon 
as the details can be worked out 
after consultation, members will 
be informed of the membership 
of such a committee and its 
terms of reference. 

**In the meantime, and 
bearing in mind that the Gov- 
ernment is committed to further 
increases of salaries in the 
public service in both 1984 and 
1985, and that the principle of 
relativity already referred to will 
again arise, Honourable mem- 
bers will be asked to approve 
the increases of salaries and 
honoraria for parliamentarians 
proposed in the second schedule 
referred to for 1983,"" he said. 

The Prime Minister’s salary, 
which was pushed up to 
$57,000 in 1977 and $57,950 in 
1980, is proposed to be in- 
creased to $66,000 as of 
January 1, while the salary of 
the Deputy Prime Minister, 
which was $47,000 in 1977, 
$47,950 in 1980, is to be 
increased to $56,000 this year. 

Ministers are to receive an 
increase from their present 
salary of $37,900 to $46,000; 
the Speaker from $18,900 to 
$27,000; the Leader of the 
Opposition from $17,900 to 
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$25,000; the parliamentary sec- 
retary from $17,900 to $25,000, 
deputy Speaker from $16,900 to 
$23,000 and Members of 
Parliament from $15,900 to 
$21,000. 

The President of the Senate 
will have his salary increased 
from $9,300 to $14,000, the 
Vice President from $8,150 to 
$12,000 and Senators from 
$7,100 to $10,000. 

- The Prime Minister said that 
the salaries and honoraria of 
parliamentarians have also been 
considered because, since giving 
them a general salary increase in 
in 1977, only one minimal 
increase was awarded in 1980. 

He said that over the last five 
to six years, the positions of 
parliamentarians have been sig- 
nificantly eroded just as the 
positions of other public 
personnel have been adversely 
affected. 

“‘The Government has given 
due consideration to this and to 
the appropriate reiativities 
which should be maintained 
between positions in the execu- 
tive, legislative and ad- 
ministrative branches of the 


government, the Prime 


Minister said. 


“To that end, | propose the 
appointment of an independent 
body with the necessary 
objectivity and maturity to 
consider the overall question of 
salaries and allowances for 
parliamentarians,’’ he added. 

He also referred House 
members to Government's 
commitment last year to 
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earmark $25 million for salary 
increases in the public services 
during the period January, 
1983, to December, 1985, with 
$10 million in 1983, $8 million 
in 1984 and $7 million in 1985. 

He said larger amounts were 
not permitted at that time 
because the government felt it 
could not properly do so within 
the existing framework of avail- 
able funding and existing 
taxation. 

He said it is now clear that 
the total package of increases in 
personal emoluments, which 
government is now able to offer 
will total in excess of 425 
million over the three-year 
period. 

Having regard to the fact that 
general increases for 1983 will 
range from $600 to $1,250 with 
effect from January 1, 1983, in 
addition to which there will be 
the yearly annual incremental 
increases totalling $2.2 million, 
the total three-year package will 
approximate $32 million, the 
said. 
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[Text] EVER SINCE the defeat of the combined Free National Movement/United 
Bahamian Party those forces have worked unceasingly in an attempt to plunge 
this country into chaos. 


LAST WEEK we told you how these forces were skillfully manipulating unemploy- 
ment. This week we will reveal how, with the total compliance of those who 
make editorial policy at The Tribune, these forces are promoting crime and 
encouraging criminals. 


THEY are all playing a stupid and dangerous game, which will eventually back- 
fire to their discomfort. Of course the FNM/UBP and The Tribune have always 
sucked as much political mileage as possible from the hardships facing poor 
Black Bahamians. Last week, we reminded our readers of how conditions of pov- 
erty were created in the old days and then "bought away" with gifts of grocer- 
ies and liquor. The only difference today is that they are using the Black 
members of the FNM to continue to exploit our people. 


FIRST OF ALL, the FNM/UBP and The Tribune are not trying to solve the problems 
of unemployment, crime, drug abuse and poverty. They are not offering the 
unemployed jobs in their Bay Street stores, which they could easily do. They 
are turning a blind eye to drug abuse. But the most chilling is that they, 
with the aid of the Tribune are encouraging lawlessness by giving sympathetic 
coverage to criminals. 


THESE FORCES feel that by The Tribune giving raging headline publicity to 
peety criminals and by encouraging antisocial behaviour and consequently 
increasing the level of crime to frightening proportions they can create a 
situation of decreased tourist arrivals-like that of Jamaica in the Manley 
era--and bring the Government down. 


RECENTLY, The Tribune, gave the most sympathetic coverage to attempts made by 
antisocial elements in the Coconut Grove area, when police moved in to appre- 
hend a group of young men. Athena Damianos of The Tribune gave this act of 
lawlessness the most sympatlietic coverage, describing the scene "as a war 
zone", 











A man convicted of murder and sentenced to hang was given the most sensational 
coveragy by The Tribune. Bank robbers, rapists, and murderers are continuous- 
ly rewarded with splashy headline coverage which we all know only encourages 
others to gain publicity by committing similar acts. 


WE suppose that these tactics by The Tribune are all right, if one likes to 
sell their newspapers on the sadness and tragedies of other people, which 
everyone knows The Tribune enjoys. 


IT should not surprise anyone that the FNM/UBP and The Tribune would engage in 
these tactics. They have always sought to use civil servants and to embarass, 
discourage and undermine the law enforcement officers. 


EVERYONE remembers the hue and cry the FNM/UBP made in Parliament on the pro- 
posal of the introduction of the Defence Force. Henry Bostwick and Norman 
Solomon even toured the Defence Force base, with both claiming afterward that 
the organization was a waste of money. Solomon even went so far as to say 
that the vessels of the force were to be used as private fishing boats for Si- 
Lynden. We all remember gloating the and spiteful coverage The Tribune gave 
to the destruction of Defence Force vessels. 


DESTROYING PUBLIC in the law enforcement agencies in this country can only 
harm us all. We should all, regardless of political belief, co-operate on 
this. Unfortunately FNM/UBP the and The Tribune seem to feel that heightening 
crime and encouraging disrespect for law enforcement authorities will be to 
their benefit. It would be a real tragedy if they, for their ow selfish 
political ends, are allowed to succeed. 
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TRANSPORT Minister 
Philip Bethel has revealed that a 
master plan for the Nassau 
International Airport and ter- 
minal expansion is being pre- 
pared along with an overall 
aviation system for the 
Bahamas. 

The Minister told pilots at 
their first union seminar at the 
Manor Room of the Balmoral 
Beach Hotel Friday night that a 
study prepared for Government 
has shown that the present air 
and ground transportation facil- 
ities and systems here are the 
gieatest impediment to future 
growth and development, 
especially in the Family Islands. 

‘*The study also recom- 
mended that Nassau Interna- 
tional Airport should be im- 
‘proved and expanded,”’ said 
Minister Bethel. 

He added: ‘‘I should like to 
inform you that a master plan 
for the airport and terminal 
expansion is being prepared as 
well as an overall aviation 
system plan for the country.”’ 


He also said that he read with 
interest Union President 
Godfrey Symonette’s concern 
about the security of 
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Bahamasair’s aircraft and the 
need to update existing aviation 
laws. 

**This is of great concern to 
my Ministry and, in fact, we are 
contemplating .updating our 
laws,”* he said. 

He said the Bahamas is not 
immune to the violent acts 
against the safety of aircraft 
that has reached dangerous 
proportions requiring urgent 
international action to counter- 
act and prevent them. 

As a member of the Interna- 
tional Civil Aviation Organiza- 
tion, Mr Bethel said, ‘‘we will 
strive to improve the state of 
affairs with respect to the safety 
of civil aviation.*’ 

He said the Bahamas has 
maintained and will continue to 
maintain bilateral air arrange- 
ments with certain foreign 
countries whose carriers have 
played and continue to play 
vital roles in the economy of the 
Bahamas. 

He said Government intends 
to encourage scheduled as well 
as charter carriers from major 
tourist markets in the US, 
Canada and hopefully Europe, 
to increase services to the 
Bahamas. 
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FINANCLAL PROBLEMS OF NATIONAL AIRLINE BAHAMASAIR NOTED 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 25 Jul 83 p 1 


|Article by Athena Damianos | 


| Text | 


BAHAMASAIR - in the grip 


above water, well-placed 
sources have told The 
Tribune. 


The national carrier - which 
the Deputy Prime Minister said 
in 1980 would have to ‘‘func- 
tion properly or fold’’ - stopped 
paying National Insurance last 
September, although it con- 
tinued to deduct from 
employees salaries and has re- 
cently experienced an endless 
stream of equipment failure. 


A well-informed source told 
The Tribune that the national 
carrier is finding it difficult to 
pay overtime and has started to 
**shuffle’’ overtime pay. 

‘*They often have to 
postpone paying overtime by a 
week, or they'll pay the pilots 
one week, and wait. until the 
next week before they can pay 
the engineers. Bahamasair is in 
pretty bad shape,’’ the source 
said. 

A well-placed source told The 
Tribune: ‘‘Bahamasair is in 
very, very serious trouble. It is 
in deep trouble. It needs Gov- 
ernment funding.”’ 

Bahamasair general manager 
Aubrey Curling said he was not 
in a position to comment on 
Bahamasair’s financial position. 
However, he said there has been 
a marked improvement in 
Bahamasair’s performance over 
the past couple of weeks. 

‘We've had a series of 
problems covering the past few 
weeks and cancellations and 


39 


delays have been due to 
equipment failure,” Mr Curling 
explained. ‘‘] think the situation 
has improved over the past 
week or two and we hope it will 
continue to do so.”’ 


He said that Bahamasair 
**just had a rash of mechanical 
failures.’’ 

*‘It’s something that happens 
from time to time and we have 
to react to it as best we can,’’ he 
said. 

Mr Curling said reports that 
Bahamasair does not have 
available spare parts because it 
doesn’t have credit with suppli- 
ers are not entirely correct. 


**We have millions of dollars 
of parts in our spares depart- 
ment, but I’m sure you can 
appreciate that nobody can 
have every part in the world,”’’ 
he said. 

He added that to say 
Bahamasair does not have cred- 
it is not a fair comment. 

**We’re dealing in a commer- 
cial world. Whether it is 
Bahamasair, Eastern, Delta or 
whoever, some suppliers extend 
credit, some don’t. Let’s say we 
deal on a commercial basis and 
we’re subject to the conditions 
of the outside world.’’ 


On the question of National 
Insurance, Mr Curling would 
say only that Bahamasair has 
airived at an ‘‘understanding”’ 
with the National Insurance 
Board. 

A National Insurance 
spokesman confirmed that an 
agreement has been worked out 
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whereby Bahamasair will pay 
what contributions it owes in 
instalments. No details were 
given. 

A number of employees re- 
cently complained to The 
Tribune that they were unable 
to claim National Insurance 
benefits because the airline had 
stopped contributing to the 
scheme. They were angry 

they said ir 
had continued to deduct part of 
the contributions from their 
salaries 


However, Mr Curling was not 
prepared to comment on the 
matter any further. 

“The only thing | would say 
at this time is that despite any 
difficulties, Bahamasair en- 
deavors to operate a safe and 
reliable service and we will 
continue to do our very best as 
far as that’s concerned,’’he 
said. 
However, what will become 
of the national carrier if it does 
not receive any financial help is 
up in the air. Although the 
public is not aware of its exact 
financial position - financial 
statements have seldom reached 
the House of Assembly - it is 
believed that Bahamasair has 
continued to lose heavily since 
its inception in 1973. 
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During a debate in Parlia- 
ment in September, 1980, Depu 
ty Prime Minister Arthur 
Hanna warned: ‘‘If Bahamasair 
can’t properly function, it will 
have to fold.’’ 

It was his view that 
Bahamasair would become a 
money-making venture if its 
staff would ‘‘just work in the 
normal fashion - Bahamasair 
will fold up if it does not pay,” 
he warned. 

That same day, PLP 
backbencher George Mackey 
strongly criticised the way Gov. 
ernment had handled the 
airline. 

**At some point in time, the 
Government is going to come to 
grips with reality and it is going 
to have to realize that the airline 
business is big business - and ~. 
any business operation when 
you find yourself at a point 
where you have to borrow 
money to pay salary, then you 
are out of business,”” Mr 
Mackey said. 

It was the view of a high- 
ranking Government official 
this week that the public should 
be prepared to support any new 
funding of Bahamasair for the 
sake of the country’s develop- 
ment. But the official admitted, 
‘the question is, for how long 
should this be necessary?”’ 
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BATTLE ON LITTER--THE DIRECTOR of Enviromental Health told The Tribune yester- 
day that his department is fighting an uphill battle trying to keep certain 
areas of the island clean. Last August, the Department organized a big clean- 
up of the roundabout by Paradise Bridge. Government workmen spent several 
days raking up piles of litter that had been tossed there by an uncaring pub- 
lic. The roundabout was beautified with cotton trees, crotons and hibiscus 
plants. However, shortly after the project was completed many of the plants 
were stolen. Glenn Archer, director of Enviromental Health, said the plants 
were replaced with new ones. But, they too were stolen. "Those that were 
left were trampled down by people walking across the roundabout. All of that 
makes it very, very difficult to achieve what we want,” Mr Archer said. "We 
are not going to give up. We are going to continue to try and make the pub- 
lic aware of what the littering is doing to our country and get them involved. 
We've had the help of organizations, but we'd like to see total community 
involvement," he said. [Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 30 Jul 83 p 1] 
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THOMPSON MEETS WITH UGWU; UDP STAND ON UNIONISM NOTED 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 30 Jul 83 p 7 


BELIZE 


|From paid advertisement headed UDP BULLETIN Vol 1 No 9 and noting that "views 
expressed therein are not necessarily those of THE BEACON"] 


| Text | 


ON Siturday, July 23rd, 
the Hon, Curl Thompson 
met with the Executive 
Committee of the United 
General Workers Union, at 
their invitation. The 
UGWU has for many years 
supported the PUP, espec- 
ijally the left wing of 
the ruling party. However, 
the Union is now ona 
headlong course of con- 
frontation with the PUP 
over the firings of two 
of its o:ficers from the 
Development Finance Cor- 
poration. The Union exec- 
utive asked Mr. Thom on 
to meet them on Saturday 
"as an ex-labour officer" 
to explain the nature of 
their complaints against 
the DFC and the PUP gov- 
ernment. [t is the Union's 
contention that the PUP 
is anti-union and anti- 
worker. The position of 
the UDP on labour and the 
working man is very 
straightforward. Two is- 
ues ago we set out the 
Party's position on thts 
matter in our BULLETIN. 
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rerhaps ii bears repeat- 
ing the statement from 
our 1979-1984 Manifesto: 
"SUPOORT FOR UNIONISM: 
The UDP government will 


give full support to the 
right of workers to pro- 
mote their welfare through 
the Trade Union movement. 
A modern labour code will 
be drafted to ensure that 
the worker does not be- 
come a mere tool in the 
hands of either his em- 
ployer or his union." 

The last sentence makes 
it clear that we put the 
welfare of the worker 
first. We fully support 
private enterprise, but 
we expect business to op- 
erate with a conscience, 
and to have a care for 
the worker. We fully sup- 
port Unionism, but we ex- 
pect unions to operate on 
behalf of the worker, not 
on behalf of union bosses 
It follows that the UDP 
does not wish to control 
Or manipulate any labour 
union, for if we did, as 
government we would soon- 
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er or later run into the 
same problems the /YywUP 
have created, where some 
labour unions are more 
loyal to the politicians 
in Belmopan than to the 
workers. For the UDP to 
follow the PUP example 
would be a betrayal of 
workers. 
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UDP MANIFESTO'S POSITION ON COOPERATIVES REPORTED 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 30 Jul 83 p 6 


| From paid advertisement headed UDP BULLETIN Vol 1 No 9 and noting that "views 
P 


expressed therein are not necessarily those of THE BEACON" | 


[Text | 


IN each issue of the 
BULLETIN we will take one 
topic from our Manifesto 
and expand on it so that 
readers might have a 
clear knowledge and un- 
derstanding of UDP poli- 
cies. This week we will 
look at: 

"'CO-OPERATIVES: The UDP 
is fully committed to the 
Cooperative and Credit 
Union movements. The UDP 
government will give new 
impetus to these move- 
ments and do all in its 
power to extend the coop- 
erative movement to other 
areas of economic activ-—- 
ity." 

We owe the birth of the 
Credit Union and Coopera- 
tive movements to the 
Church, and they stand as 
a shining example of the 
great contributions that 
can be made to develop- 
ment by non-government a- 
gencies in a free society, 
It is unfortunate that 
gov-rmment saw the move- 
ment as too much of a 
good thing to miss out on, 
and so have tried in vari- 





ous ways to use the move— 
ment as a political tool. 
The UDP sees the movement 
as a genuine people's 
movement, not the politi- 
cians’ “people” (meaning 
government) but real peo- 
ple. The UDP sees the 
movement as an economic 
movement, not a political 
one, and a UDP government 
would respect the right 
of people to come togeth-— 
er for their own benefits 
and for the development 
of Belize. Indeed, we 
feel that there are many 
other areas of economic 
activity that could bene-— 
fit from cooperative move- 
ments, for example cott- 
age industries involved 
with light manufacturing 
or processing. And coop- 
eratives need not be lim- 
ited to rural areas, they 
could also expand into 
urban centres and convert 
many small businesses 
that are at the moment 
limited to the local mar- 
ket into export process- 
ing and manufacturing 
concerns. We are confi- 
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dent that a UDP govern- 
ment that would enjoy the 
confidence of the private 
sector could give new im- 
petus to Credit Unions 
and Cooperatives. We have 
in recent times seen sev- 
eral Cooperatives and 
some Credit Unions fail. 
This need not be,if there 
is a PARTNERSHIP’ with 
government and the pri- 
vate sector, rather than 
a dominauce of one over 
the other. And that is 
what the UDP is all about: 


partnership rather than 
dominance. 
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UDP EFFORTS TO SERVE PUBLIC, RESIST PUP SCHEMES REVIEWED 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 29 Jul 83 pp 2, 1l 
[Letter to the Editor] 


{Text ] 12 Brides Alley 
25/7/83 


The Editor, AMANDALA 


Dear Sir, 


Despite the PUP’s organized campaign of lies against UDP and their sweet talk 
of land, money, and houses for former opposition supporters who support it, it 
is better for Belizeans to remain loyal to the main opposition party (UDP). 


Those who switched from the opposition party to the PUP have all been used for 
convenience by that party and shunned when it has no more use for then. 


Elected UDP Toledo North representative (1974-1979) Vicente Choco and hundreds 
of other careless Belizeans fell into that PUP trap after the general election 
in 1974. The PUP simply used Choco and those who repeated his mistake for its 
benefit, and the same PUP purposefully ruined Choco and those other Belizeans' 
political career and their opportunity to bring national development to Toledo 
North and the rest of Belize. 


It is true that UDP has suffered a few set backs; nevertheless, it gives its 
supporters and the public reason to support it, as with their support it is 
making significant progress to the day when it will govern Belize for the 
benefit of all. 


These statistics on City Council elections clearly show some of its progress. 
In 1965, 1968, and 1971 respectively the PUP won all 9 seats in each city 
council election. In 1974 UDP won the city council election of that year with 
6 out of 9 seats, and with fair enough co-operation from the PUP government, 
it did a good job in Belize City for its 3 year tern. 


In 1977 UDP won all 9 seats in the city council election, but with general 
election only two years away, the PUP government directed all its agencies 








against the new council to prevent it from doing an even better job for Belize 
City. The PUP government purposefully did that to make UDP appear incompetent 
in governing Belize City and it succeeded. Thus Belize City was in a puor 
state in 1979, as the PUP government had withheld needed funds and other 
things from the new UDP City Council. In that same year hundreds of Belizeans 
couldn't see that the PUP was really responsible for the poor state of Belize 
City at that time because the PUP government had victimized the UDP city coun- 
cil and proved itself unnationalistic; so in 1979 the people gave the PUP the 
mandate to govern Belize again instead of the UDP, which had deserved it. 


In 1980 the people rightfully gave the PUP all 9 seats in the city council 
election, as the PUP government had repeatedly shown its unwillingness to 
co-operate with a UDP city council to improve Belize and general election was 
four years ahead. In the city council election later this year, the people 
should give UDP a victory to improve Belize City; in the general election next 
year, they should give UDP the mandate to implement its practical manifesto 
for the benefit of everyone. By doing those two things, which are necessary, 
the PUP government, which will try to victimize the UDP City Council anc prove 
itself unnationalistic again, will only be able to pressure the city council 
and deprive all voters of a better Belize City for a maximum period of one 
year. 


The results of the town board election also give Belizeans reason to vote UDP, 
as they reflect its growing strength to help them. In the late 1950's the PUP 
won all 7 town board elections. In 1969 the main opposition party gained con- 
trol of 3 town boards and left the PUP with 4. In 1972 the PUP made gains as 
they controlled 6 town boards, while the main opposition party controlled l 
town board, but in the last town board elections, which were held in December 
1981, UDP made big gains. It won control of 1/2 of the town boards (3). 
(Monkey River was scrapped of its town board earlier). In those elections UDP 
also increased its number of seats overall and fought the ruling PUP to a one- 
man majority in two of the 3 municipalities that the PUP won. 


The figures on the general elections give Belizeans more courage than anything 
else to continue the struggle to end over twenty-five years of rough living 
under the present PUP government for better living conditions under a UDP 
government. In 1965 and 1969 respectively, the main opposition party won only 
1 seat (Hon. Philip Goldson) out of 18 in each general election. In the 1974 
general election UDP won 6 seats out of 18 seats in the House of 
Representatives. 


Thus, UDP had increased its seats by 5, and it lost narrowly in two constitu- 
encies. In the 1979 general election UDP won 5 seats, and it lost very nar- 
rowly in 4 constituencies. (Freetown, 0.W. North, Belize Rural North, and 
Stann Creek Rural). As general election is sometime next year, UDP has a good 
chance to win it, because it's working hard and production, law and order, re- 
spect for human rights, and honescy are declining under the PUP government. 


For the benefit of Belizeaus and their country, UDP played a major role in 


getting the public to reject the Heads ofAgreement that would have eventually 
given Guatemala control over Belize. The party has been reorganized to serve 


47 








the people better under its competent and practical leader Senator Manuel 
Esquivel. And every two weeks it publishes a bulletin, which explains its 
manifesto. That bulletin is the first step towards the party's publishing of 
its own newspaper. Its supporters should all be proud of those things. 


Although opposition leaders and their supporters have been sent to prison, 
dismissed from their jobs, denied land, and punished by hundreds of other ways 
by the PUP government, UDP and its supporters have struggled until they're now 
right against the promised land. It is therefore time for all UDP members, 
supporters, and the public to remain together and make the final step into the 
promised land for a better Belize by voting for a UDP city council and a UDP 
government. 


Sincerely yours, 
Mario Lizama. 
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COUNTKY SECTLON 


EDITORIAL SLAMS GOVERNMENT FOR OPERATING ON ‘HEARSAY’ 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 29 Jul 83 p 2 


f g» | 
| Editorial | 


Text 


If you read this newspaper regularly, you will note that we of- 
ten refer to "our sources.” 

These are people who must remain anonymous: they may be highly 
placed in political parties, the churches, or the business communi 
-ty, or they may be members of the underworld, those who live in 
the murky twilight zone where crime translates into survival. 

The best source, of course, is one who has proved reliable over 
a period of time, and the longer the time, the better. 

Sometimes sources are used to corroborate other sources; often 
the journalist must make a snap judgment under pressure, a judg - 
ment based more on instinct and intuition than anything else, and 
these juigments must be correct, or they will cost him money. 

On page 6 of this issue, you will read a small story passed to 
us by “a source” on Tuesday morning. It concerns the purchase of 
some government land near the Belcan Bridge by business magnate 
Eugene Zabaneh. Usually, we keep a story like this in the deep 
freeze for a few days, maybe even a week, before we thaw it out for 
publication. But in this case, the story fit a convenient space 
and was printed the same day. 

On Wednesday evening, our source reported beck that the decision 
had teen changed, that Zabaneh would be given land on the western 
side of the Central American Boulevard instead of the choice piece 
on che eastern side of the Boulevard next to the Civic Center. 

‘he journalist in a free and open society does not operate like 
this. 

But Belize, propaganda to the contrary, is not a free and open 
society. It isa society governed by hearsay and ruled by ru 
mour. 

And while it has to be regrettable and sometimes expensive for 
newspapers to be so dependent on unofficial reports, now incalcula 
@bly worse do you not believe it is fora whole government, name- 
ly that of Belize, to be run by hearsay and rumour? 

What do you. think the Wednesday and Thursday “clinics” at the 
Treasury Building are all about? They are about market gossip, 
the gathering of the hearsay which will influence and sometimes 
decide political decisions. The government ot Belize does not use 
facts and statistics: it is a hand-to-mouth government, a govern - 
ment of spur of the moment decisions, most unscientific, without 
plan or program except from day to day. 

Consider housing and lots, as an example. Government does not 
conduct a survey to gather facts anpout the serious housing short- 
age, 80 without. tacts they can not dimw up plans, even if they 
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so desired. (And they do not so desire. ) 

All government does is keep a long, long list of applicants and 
people are moved up on the list if the clinical hearsay indicates 
they are becoming “more PUP," and conversely they’ are moved down 
if the hearsay is that they have said something against blackouts 
or bad streets, for instance. 

The vast majority of the applicants will not get a house or a 
lot under the present administration. But many are killing cut 
themselves trying to win favour from the ministers. To beat the 
system, what they have to do is find out who is the key whisperer in 
that particular minister's ear and find a way to have that whisper 
-er whisper for them. 

Price's system of favouritism/victimization got by in the market 

ys of the 50s, but in the computer age of the 80s the system is 
uiwieldy. It does not work. And next vear it will be R.I.P. for 
government by hearsay. You mark our « rds, or better yet, our 
sources’ words. 


50 








COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


ELECTRICITY BOARD ANNOUNCES CONTINUING BLACKOUTS 
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 31 Jul 33 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Load shedding (blackouts) will continue in Belize City until mid- 
September. The restoration to normal electrical supply last week was onlv 4 
respite. Starting Monday, August 1, the Belize Electricity Board (BEB) will 
commence work to overhaul another diesel engine. This will take some 6 to 7 + 
weeks. 


The Chairman of the Belize Electricity Board, Mr John Searle, explained the 
situation which led to daily load shedding in Belize City in the past six 
weeks. He told a news conference on Saturday, July 23, that the Board's en- 
gines were badly in need of spare parts and work was continuing day and night 
to overcome the setbacks. The problem had been made worse, he said, because 
the Board had financial problems and it had had taken some time to get the 
necessary spare parts. 


By mid-September, Searle said, the service should be back to normal. In the 
interim Belize City will have 25 per cent load shedding on a rotation basis. 
He also informed newsmen that two new engines would be installed. These two 
engines have an output of 7 megawatts which would be about enough to cover the 
whole city. He admitted that the two engines have been here for over a year 
but were not installed because there was no space for them at Ladyville. 

Plans to erect a new building for the generators have now been discarded since 
they can be installed at the plant of Magazine Road, in Belize City. He added 
that this will save a considerable amount of money for the Board. 


Mr Searle explained, too, that the Board was taking measures to protect the 
engines from the dangers of rising waters in the event of a hurricane. 


The installation of the two new engines will allow the Board to rely on the 
present generators as a back-up system. 


The BEB Chairman also noted that the Board had a short and a long term plan to 
improve the service for the entire country. The fact that Belize uses diesel 
bought at very high prices makes the cost of electricity in Belize very 
expensive, he said. 








It may be possible to buy electricity from Mexico at a rate cheaper than what 
it takes to produce it in Belize. To this end, Searle said, the Board is now 
negotiating with the COMISION FEDERAL DE ELCTRICIDAD of Mexico. If the neyo- 
tiations are successful Belize can start using electricity from Mexico within 
the next two years. 


The present system in Belize (diesel engines) would then be used as a back-up 
to the northern grid which would be supplied by Mexico and which would include 
the Corozal, Orange Walk and Belize Districts. 


In the longer term, Searle added, we may be able to buy electricity from the 
Bowen Group which is presently looking into the possibility of setting up a 
pulp and paper mill which would have a generating plant that would burn wood. 
It would be possible then for Belize to become self-reliant on indigenous 
fuels. 


The Electricity Board is also studying the possibility of producing hydro- 
electricpower. Preliminary studies show that hydro-electricity - can be 
produced in the upper reaches of the Belize River. However, to get the 
capital for these projects will take time, up to 10 years, the BEB Chairman 
noted. 


Mr Searle also commented on recent press reports that the Board is planning to 
lay off some 100 employees. "This is not true," he stated. He added that the 
idea is to make the BEB much more efficient and this could mean reducing 
staff, but a decision will not be made until next month. 


At the same time, he confirmed reports in the press that the Board has been 
“cannibalizing the new engines" which are yet to be installed. He said the 
engineers had borrowed pistons from the new engines that were needed to repair 
the old generators. It was necessary to do this since it speeded up the 
process by several months, Searle said. New pistons are expected to arrive 
soon and will be replaced in the new engines. 
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PRICE'S THREATS ON TAX, BILL COLLECTION RIDLCULED 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 30 Jul 83 p 11 


| Text | 


The Prime Minister's 
speech to the business 
community left many of 
them reeling. 

The speech was that of 
a man who was at pains to 
show that he was honest. 
In particular he made it 
clear that government was 
going to collect its tax- 
es. He referred to the e- 
lectricity crisis by say- 
ing that the Belize Elec- 
tricity Board owed the 
Mexicans $1 million U.S. 
currency and that the 
Board in tum was owed 
lots of money. That money 
was going to be collected. 
One of his bodyguards, 
sitting not far from hin, 
reputedly owes $2,500.00. 
Property and land taxes, 
fire rate and all levies 
would be collected by 
court action if necessary. 
The P.M sought justifica- 
tion for this action in 
the Bible. The Bible and 
economics became strange 
bed-fellows. 

He sought refuge again 
in St. Paul’s letter to 
the Romans, which casti- 
gated the evils of easy 
money. Presumably he was 
here referring to the 


ill-gotten gains from 
vice, prostitution and 
dope. 

To the importers, and 
many of our businessmen 
fall in this category, 
the message was that 
there would be import 
substitution. ; 

The reaction was pre- 
dictable. Businessmen 
have become accustomed to 
Mr. Price giving away 
goodies during an elec- 
tion year. Now he was go- 
ing to take away. 

Some opined that he 
foresaw stringent action 
from the International 
Monetary Fund such as a 
devaluation and he is 
taking precautionary 
steps. 

Further evidence of this 
plight is his appeal to 
the banks to lower ex- 
isting interest fates. 
All four banks refused to 
z0 along. 

The question on every- 
_ne‘s mind was: Why has 
the Minister of Finance 
waited so long to collect 
taxes which, according to 
him, were long overdue? 
The obvious answer is 
that economics is bring- 
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ing him to his senses. 
The political goodies are 
now bearing a price tag 
which no one expected. 

People are watching 
carefully to see if he 
will collect arrears of 
taxes from all those who 
owe. 
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ARTICLE EXAMINES PROBLEMS IN SUGAR INDUSTRY 


Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Aug 83 p 6 


Article by Phil Pascal | 


Texte | 


BLIMOPAN —-In this former 
Bittish colony of some 
100,000 Belizeans a good 10 
percent of the population 
carn their living as small farm- 
ers growing sugar cane and 
bananas in the north and south 
of the country. But the world 
crisis in Commodity prices for 
sugar and bananas ts threaten- 
ing to be a major disaster for 
Belize. 

As is the common occur- 
rence in Third World agricul- 
ture, the farming population 
basically provides the labour 
and big multinational corpor- 
ations own the land. the fac- 
torics and technology while 
controlling the marketing of 
the products. 


Belize is no different to 
this pattern. So now that the 
two British agrarian multina- 
tional giants, Tate & Lyle and 
Fyfters, are feeling the pinch 
of the capitalist recession in 
their markets from _ Belize- 
grown sugar and bananas, 
they want to off-load these 
crisis-ridden industries onto 
the backs of the Belizean peo- 
ple and the government of 
Prime Minister George Price. 

The multinationals in ne- 
gotiating the terms of what 
they call “divestment of their 
interests”, lost no opportun- 
ity in pointing out that if 
they pull out, not only will 
large scale unemployment 
arise but all the related com- 
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mercial activities in the areas, 
where these industries 
operate, would come to a vir- 
tual standstill. 


In the case of sugar and 
Tate & Lyle the “pull out” 
could easily reduce the two 
towns of Orange Walk and 
Corozal in the north of 
Belize to desolate ghost- 
towns. Worse than this, they 
can become centres for heavy 
smuggling and other illegal 
activities through the link 
with the Mexican border. 

Up im the north, as a re- 
cent visit by this correspon- 
dent revealed, people are 
really worried about their 
future. Even though the pros 
perity of the last eight years 
or so, when sugar prices went 
up, can still be visible in the 
new homes, new shops and 
stores, lots of discos and 
plenty boozing, the pull-out 
by British capital would mean 
a lot of hardship for a signifi- 
cant proportion of the popu- 
lation. 

One could estimate that 
a good 20—25 percent of the 
entire country’s population 
is dependent on the sugar 
industry as a main source of 
income. Orange Walk and 
Corozal have a joint popula- 
tion of about 15,000. When 
one takes into account the 
surrounding villages and rural 
areas, it is easily another 
15,000 people. 


BELIZE 








CSO: 





What causes great concern 
to the many Belizeans with 
whom I spoke is what they 
they see as the blatant 
hypocrisy of the foreign 
bosses of B.S.1., the local 
subsidiary of Tate & Lyle. 


At a time when the gov- 
ernment is hard pressed finan- 
cially and the sugar industry 
facing a bleak or grave future, 
Tate & Lyle is demanding 
that the government purchase 
or “nationalise”’ the company 
or they will pull out. 

When the industry was 
highly profitable, no mention 
or offer of shares was con- 
sidered. Land was of course 
disposed of by the company 
to the farmers at rates which not 
only ensured very profitable re- 
turns to the sugar barons but 
excessively beyond the prices at 
which they first acquired the 
land. 

The milling and processing, 
with control over marketing, 
along with production of molasses 
were kept within the control of 
the British investors. Today, a 
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newly-tound “yvenerosity”’ and 
dislike of the title of “foreign- 
absentee owners” is prompting 
Tate & Lyle to let Belize “own” 
a sugar industry that is fast be- 
coming 4 Corpse. 

From discussions with a young 
Belizean agronomist, the sugges 
tion offered might deserve some 
serious consideration: 

It seems necessary that an 
independent Commission of In- 
quiry should be set up to probe 
the operations of the sugar indus- 
try over the last ten years or so. 
In addition, plans must immedi- 
ately be initiated for a comprehen- 
sive diversification of the sugar 
industry of Belize. 

According to the agronomist. 
even if Tate & Lyle demands 
any compensation from the Bel- 
izean Government, this should be 
done in the form of bonds which 
would mature over the next 
three to five years. 

However, it is anyone’s guess 
if British capital investments, 
now protected by British troops, 
could really be put under such 
serious questioning by the gov- 
ernment which needs British sup- 
port im its claim to territorial 
integrity. 


COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS--TO be without a job is to be without dignity. Man 
supports his family with the money he gets for his work. The family soon 
loses respect for the unemployed breadwinner who cannot maintain his familv 
because he does not have a job and consequently, no money to pay for the 
necessities of life. The problem of unemployment has plagued this country for 
years. It has been ignored time and time again by government. When asked to 
give the number of jobless, the Minister of Labour refuses, even in the House 
of Representatives to produce the figures. Even the International Labour Or- 
ganisation cannot get the country's unemployment figures! It is estimated 
that the figure is some 33 1/3%. Unfortunately, the situation grows worse 
with the passing weeks. Every week firms continue to fire workers. Now even 
the Electricity Board will be adding to the lists the number of jobless. The 
situation has now reached crisis point and something will have to be done soon 
if we are to avoid all sorts of unrest in the country. The failure to plan 
properly is now [one word illegible] up on the country. [Editorial] [Belize 
City THE BEACON in English 30 Jul 83 p 2] 


NEW NTUCB OFFICERS--Mr. Winston Jones of the Belize Electricity Workers Union 
has been elected to the position of President of the National Trade Union 
Congress of Belize to succed Mr. William Tillett of the Public Service Union. 
The annual general meeting of the Trade Union Congress, held last Monday 
night, elected a slate of eleven officers to take charge of the NIUC affairs 
during the following twelve months. These are Mr. Winston Jones, President, 
Mr. William Tillett of the Public Service Union, (First Vice President); Miss 
Beatrice Robateau of the Public Service Union (Second Vice President), Mr. 
George Frazer of the Belize National Teachers Union (General Secretary), Mr. 
Michael Stephen of the Belize Electricity Workers Union (Assistant General 
Secretary), Mrs. Eloisa Trujeque of the Belize National Teachers Union (Trea- 
surer) and Mrs. Lorna Panton of the Public Service Union (Councillor). [Edi- 
tor's Note: A report in THE BEACON, of Belize City, on 30 July, page 9, adds 
that "the NTUCB is affiliated to the Caribbean Congress of Labour (CCL) a 
sub-regional organisation of the International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions (ICFTU. (An NTUCB Release)"] [Belize City THE REPORTER in English 

31 Jul 83 p 8) 


PRICE MEETING WITH DIPLOMATS--The diplomatic representatives to Belize from 


Mexico, Colombia and Venezuela, paid a call on Prime Minister George Price 
last week. They presented the Belizean leader with two declarations on the 
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region recently approved by their governments - The Cancun Declaration for 
Peace in Central America, signed by Mexico, Colombia, Panama and Venezuela, 
making up the Contadora Group on July 17. And the joint declaration of the 
Venezuelan and Mexican governments, also issued July 17, calling for renewal 
of the energy cooperation programme for the Caribbean and Central America. 
Prime Minister Price stated that Belize as a Caribbean and Central American 
country would benefit from the agreements. [Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 31 Jul 83 p 1} 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


CUT, GENERAL STRIKE SEEN AS ISSUES DIVIDING LABOR MOVEMENT 
National Metalworkers Congress 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Aug 83 p 26 


{Text} Santos--The llth National Metalworkers Congress closed in Praia Grande 
yesterday revealing that the division that is now observed in the union move- 
ment has two basic causes: the creation of the Single Organization of Workers 
(CUT) this year and the ordering of another "general strike" to protest against 
the current economic policy of the federal government. 


The wing the exponent of which is the current president of the Metalworkers 
Union of Sao Paulo, Joaquim dos Santos Andrade, "Joaquinzao," is opposed to 

the two aforementioned points; however, the wing led by Jair Meneguelli, ousted 
president of the Metalworkers Union of Sao Bernardo do Campo, is in favor. 


In that connection, after the llth congress closed, Joaquinzao, Jair Meneguelli 
and also the ousted union leader (of the oilworkers of Paulinia), Jaco Bittar, 
met at the metalworkers union vacation villa to continue the discussion of 
union topics. And the division became more manifest still as the arguments in 
favor of and against the establishment of the CUT in 1983 and the ordering of 
another general strike were presented. 


In the opinion of Joaquinzao, both points are inadvisable but Bittar and 
Meneguelli think exactly the opposite. Incidentally, the secretary of labor 
of the Sao Paulo Government, Almir Pazzianotto, who together with labor 
delegate Ricardo Nacim Saad had participated in the closing ceremony of the 
congress, holds a viewpoint similar to that of Bittar and other unionists 
connected with the Workers Party (PT). 


The Secretary 


Secretary Pazzianotto said: "With regard to a general strike, I believe that 
any measure aimed at making the federal government sensitive to the workers 
problem is really positive. Today the businessmen themselves are adopting a 
position of resistance to the federal government and its economic policy." 


However, regarding material aid from the Montoro government for the National 
Working Class Congress (CONCLAT) to meet in Sao Paulo from 26 to 28 of this 
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month, the labor secretary was evasive: "The state government gives all of its 
support but that does not mean that there are no problems." 


In the opinion of Joaquinzao, the creation of the single organization this year 
is premature and dangerous; with regard to the ordering of another "general 
strike," he believes "a strike is too serious a thing to be ordered like that, 
with the simple objective of satisfying personal vanities." 


The Praia Grande congress fulfilled all of the objectives set out and served 
to demonstrate once again that the metalworkers lead the Brazilian union move- 
ment: that is Joaquinzao's idea. He is intransigent on one point: he will 
not agree to parallel organizations participating in the forthcoming CONCLAT 
and the CUT being created on that occasion. 


However, Bittar does not agree. "It is not up to Joaquim or any other union 
leader to judge whether the CUT should be created now or later. That has 
already been decided at the last state meeting when the workers approved ics 
creation. And that decision must be transformed into reality." 


In the opinion of Bittar, the greatest proof that the nonexistence of the CUT 
is already being felt on the current Brazilian scene was manifested during the 
21 July strike: "The movement would have been broader if it had had a 
national organization to command it and if there were not leaders, as occurred 
in Santos, who shirked their responsibilities." 


Dollars 


Bittar did not hide his irritation regarding the decision of the 11th metal- 
workers congress, approving a motion against the activity of the National 
Association of Popular Movements and Union Opposition (ANAMPOS) (of which he 

is one of the leaders) "of seeking dollars abroad to hold the CONCLAT." Re- 
iterating that that organization has nothing to do with the PT (in which he 
participates), the ousted union leader reiterated that he does not see "any 
probiem in seeking funds here or abroad to sponsor cultural or social movements, 
for example." The serious thing would be to seek funds to change the correla- 
tion of forces of the Brazilian union movement." 


Many union leaders present at the congress criticized "the use of that immoral 
and illegal recourse to divide national unionism." One of them declared: "We 
are fed up with seeing the workers movement being led by intellectual types, 
economists, psychologists and groups that have nothing to do with unionism. 

And we are also fed up with seeing the union opposition, and especially ANAMPOS, 
talk about unity when it is gorging itself on thousands of dollars abroad with 
the objective of disuniting the Brazilian workers. It is those people who 
really make the creation of a Single Organization of Workers impossible today." 


Dismal Balancesheet 


Compared with the few hasty motions really addressed at the interests of the 
class, the llth congress was full of deliberations of a politicai nature, such 
as the nationalization of banks, nonpayment of foreign debts, moral and economic 
solidarity with the people of Nicaragua, etc. 


60 








Joaquinzao Meeting With Acting President 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Aug 83 p 25 
[Report by Itaborai Martins] 


[Text] The sudden meeting in Planalto Palace the night before last between 
Joaquim dos Santos Andrade, president of the Metalworkers Union of Sao Paulo, 
and the acting president of the republic, Aureliano Chaves, presupposes some 
type of agreement. There were only four persons present in the presidential 
chamber: Aureliano Chaves and Joaquim dos Santos Andrade, the chief of the 
Civil Household, Leitao de Abreu, and Labor Minister Murillo Macedo. Only 
they know what really happened. For obvious reasons, Aureliano Chaves and 
Leitao de Abreu are not going to relate what happened; and for similarly 
obvious reasons, Joaquainzao and Macedo are going to say everything except 
what really happened. It is in order that the reader may form his own idea 
about what is happening, and especially what is going to happen in the imme- 
diate future, that we have listed a number of facts. Connecting the dots, the 
reader will have a chart of the labor situation and of what may happen. 


Fact 1 


The Workers Party (PT) is seeking its survival in the union struggle. The 
Brazilian Communist Party (PCB) is seeking its legalization in the union "low 
profile."' The PT and the PCB have strong union blocs and are vying to occupy 
the greatest space possible, not only looking toward the present but consider- 
ing mainly the post-Figueiredo period. In other words, the presidential suc- 
cession has already deeply affected the two aforementioned leftist parties. 


Fact 2 


On 18 July, that is, 3 days before the "general strike" of which Joaquim was 
one of the leaders, he and a few other union leaders had a meeting scheduled 
with Minister Macedo in Sao Paulo, requested by Joaquinzao, incidentally. 
Nobody went; the minister remained seated, waiting; an unprecedented event in 
the almost 53-year history of the Labor Ministry. It became evident that it 
was Joaquim who did not want to go. Macedo felt the blow, as was observed 
between the lines in the report after the "general strike." Joaquinzao's bid 
was higher. 


Fact 3 


The Sao Paulo union movement (the most significant in Brazil) has never been 
united, since 1917. At the most, tactical alliances exist before a common 
enemy, as is the case of the present gentlemen's agremeent between Joaquinzao 
and the communists. (It should be pointed out that Joaquim is a man of the 
center, with a deep political instinct; it is mot necessary to point out that 
the communists are not naive.) 


However, the turmoil among the various blocs (the PT and the Church on the one 
hand, and Joaquinzao and the communists on the other, in addition to their 
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respective allies) began with the political liberalization in 1978-1979. How- 
ever, the "split" emerged only after the 11th National Metalworkers Congress 
which closed last week, a "split" that had begun with the 21 July "general 
strike.” 


Fact 4 


The communists were deeply involved in the "general strike" until 1 day before 
the movement, that is, Wednesday, the 20th. After a serious analysis of the 
situation, the PCB as an organization decided not to support the work stoppage 
any longer but only protest demonstrations. Therefore, Joaquinzao went out on 
strike alone in Sao Paulo (the capital); he on one side and the members of the 
PT on the other. In the ABC, it was only the PT that went on strike; in Santos 
and Baixada, where the communists are quite numerous, there was no strike. 
Joaquinzao gained prestige with the "general strike’; the PT people also. A 
draw. 


Fact 5 


The PT people have been gaining strength in the union movement for the past 
3 years. Their weak election performance on 15 November 1982 should not be 
confused with their strong union penetration. And the PT (understood as a 
union bloc) seeks to do justice to the name. 


Fact 6 


Today Joaquim dos Santos Andrade is the big union name in Brazil; we might 
almost say in Latin America if Brazil were not a country different from the 
others, the “Spanish-speaking.” The PT does not have a big-name figure 
because those who had a big name have been ousted: Luis Ignacio da Silva, 
Jaco Bittar, Jair Meneguelli, Olivio, Dutra. Better for the communists. 


Fact 7 


The decision not to adhere to the National Working Class Congress (CONCLAT) 
organized by the “intellectuals, psychologists, sociologists and other 
"logists’'™" (needling of the PT by Joaquinzao) is the widening of the "split. 
There is going to be another CONCLAT (or whatever it is called) in November 
without the PT people but with Joaquim. 


Fact 8 
In June, half by chance, Joaquinzao and a few other union leaders (two of them 
from Rio) discovered in Switzerland international financing in dollars to hold 
the CONCLAT. About half a million dollars. Joaquim knows the story in detail. 
Fact 9 
Internationally speaking, two union organizations are confronting one another: 


the World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU), with headquarters in Prague, and 
the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), with headquarters 


62 








in Brussels. The first, the WFIU, is communist-oriented; the second is, let 
us say, the opposite. The financing was in the area of the ICFTU. 


Fact 10 


Joaquim was the founder of the National Renewal Alliance (ARENA) in Sao 

Paulo; as will be recalled, ARENA was the Social Democratic Party (PDS) of yore. 
Later, he joined the Brazilian Labor Party (PTB) being a member of its state 
executive. The one he never supported was the PT, due to the competition in 

the area. 


Fact ll 


Last Monday, the presidents of the five state federations of metalworkers were 
received by acting President Aureliano Chaves. A protocolary audience. 


Fact 12 


Last Tuesday, Luis Ignacio da Silva, president of the PT, and Ulysses Guimaraes, 
president of the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB), were in the Minis- 
try of Labor. a not at all protocolary audience: they wert to ask for an end 
to interventions in the unions. They achieved nothing. 


Fact 13 


Joaquinzao was with the acting president of the republic exactly 20 days after 
having led a strike allegedly against the government's economic policy. The 
audience was not at all protocolary; it was not even on the presidential agenda. 
It was a special and exclusive audience. Despite presiding over the largest 
Brazilian (oh, all right, Latin American) union, he ranks below the president 
of a federation in the union hierarchy. So, the audience must have been 
important, even to be exclusive. Agreement in sight? 


Fact 14 


As he left Planalto Palace, Joaquinzao reiterated two points: he praised the 
"opening of a channel of commenications with the government” and said he was 
agreeable to "negotiating with the government provided that it was not on top 

of wages." He did not make any reference to the ministers in the economic area; 
nor to the ministerial interventions in the unions. 


Fact 15 


The one who comes out badly in the story if Governor Franco Montoro. It is 
simple: Montoro no sooner supported the CONCLAT than the ladder was pulled 
out from under his feet and he was left dangling in midair because the CONCLAT 
is now going to be almost all the PT's. And the PT personnel are not parti- 
cularly fanatics over Montoro. It appears that with the "split," Labor 
Secretary Almir Pazzianotto, very quiet, will be free of the communist annoy- 
ances that were on his back. But his chief, the governor, comes out badly, 
which must not be displeasing to the federal system... 
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Closed Meeting Does Not Hide Division 


The majority of the almost 70 union organizations (unions and federations) of 
various Brazilian states present at the closed-door meeting yesterday convened 
by the Metalworkers Union of Sao Paulo expressed its opposition to participation 
in a National Working Class Congress (CONCLAT) the internal regulations of 
which permits the presence of nonunion organizations such as neighborhood 
associations, professional associations of categories already unionized, etc. 
The efforts at reconciliation made yesterday by unions connected with the 
Workers Party were useless because, according to them, the representatives of 
the union federations insist on the division of forces and the holding of 
another CONCLAT, exclusively unionist. On the other hand, the argument of 

the representatives of federations is that the unions upported by the PT only 
"make speeches about reconciliation but do not negotiate important points of 
the internal regulations of the next CONCLAT." 


Those internal regulations were made by the first National Pro-Single Organi- 
zation of Workers Committee (Pro-CUT) at the end of last year, which at that 

time was comprised in its majority of union leaders connected with the PT, and 

it permitted the participation of associations "with the aim of giving greater 
representativeness to the meeting," according to what they said. Not satis- 
tied with Article 8, which made possible the aforementioned nonunion participa- 
tion as well as the convening of assemblies in the unions for the election of 
delegates, a large number of unions and federations negotiated the reform of 

the internal regulations with the National Pro-CUT Committee. There was no 
reform of Article 8; the number of delegates of federations was merely increased. 


The "split" arose now after the llth National Metalworkers Congress held in 
Praia Grande last week and the efforts of some union leaders to reconcile the 
two wings (PT, on one side, and PCB and the Communist Party of Brazil (PC do B), 
on the other, among other blocs) are proving useless. 


The two wings allege that their congresses will take place in any case: the 
PT unions declare that they will succeed in placing about 4,000 grassroots 
delegates in the CONCLAT at the end of the month, while the other bloc says 
that it will have similar participation of workers at another congress prob- 
ably in November. 


Yesterday's meeting of the metalworkers union was held behind closed doors; 
it transpired that the ban on the admission of reporters was due to the fact 
that "the press is banking on the 'split" of the union movement." 


Leaving the meeting room for a moment to attend to the press, the president 
of the Metalworkers Union of Sao Paulo, Joaquim dos Santos Andrade declared: 
"In view of the various problems faced by the workers, among them Wage Decree 
2,045, this is not the time to accentuate the division but to join efforts. 
If the National Pro-CUT Committee in fact wants to hold a single representa- 
tive congress, it will have to politically negotiate the criteria of parti- 
cipation." 


Also leaving the meeting room for a few moments, the ousted president of the 
Oil Workers Union of Campinas and secretary general of the PT, Jaco Bittar, 
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said: "We concur in the nonparticipation of associations in the categories 
where unions already exist and we are prepared to negotiate the criteria of 
representation in order to obtain the unity of the union movement.” 


In the meantime, the president of the Federation of Metalworkers of the State 
of Sao Paulo, Argeu Egydio dos Santos, declared: “There are no conditions for 
bringing the two wings together because the PT only says that it is prepared 
to negotiate but it does not give ground. For more than 4 months, the fede- 
rations have been asking for reform of the internal regulations of the CONCLAT 
without any results; they have already stated several times that they will not 
participate in the congress if these criteria remain." 


According to Ivan Pinheiro, president of the Union of Bank Workers of Belo 
Horizonte, of the 329 organizations already registered for the CONCLAT up to 
the day before yesterday, 45 percent are rural unions and are no longer going 
to participate in the congress, following the guideline of the National 
Confederation of Agricultural Workers (CONTAG). 


Joaquinzao May Form Another CUT 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 4 Aug 83 p 7 


[Text] Sao Paulo--The president of the Metalworkers Union of Sao Paulo, Joaquim 
dos Santos Andrade, "“Joaquinzao," said in an interview yesterday that if the 
National Congress of Working Classes (CONCLAT) scheduled for the end of this 
month really creates the Single Organization of Workers (CUT), he and his allies 
will withdraw from the congress and form another CUT. 


According to the decision taken yesterday by the 750 participants at the llth 
National Metalworkers Congress meeting in Praia Grande, the metalworkers of 
the whole country are going to maintain a "state of strike," distributing pam- 
phlets, holding assemblies, convening the factory committees, until a decision 
by the congress on Decree-Law 2,045, which changed wage policy. If it is 
approved, the metalworkers say that a general strike will break out the same 
day. 


The 11 National Metalworkers Congress also approved a resolutions by which all 
congressmen belonging to the Social Democratic Party (PSD) and the Braziiian 
Labor Party (PTB) are considered “enemies of the working class." 


The federal police yesterday heard the testimony of five industrialists whose 
factories did not operate on the National Protest Day, on the 2ist of last 
month. They confirmed agreements with their employees not to operate out of 
fear of violence. 


After that testimony, the federal police announced that they are going to dis- 
pense with hearing the remaining industrialists (about 30). The clarifications 
are part of a federal police investigation of the strike, in connection with 
which several unionists have already been indicted. 
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Meneguelli: CUT Without Joaquinzao 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 30 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text] Sao Paulo--The deposed president of the Metalworkers Union of Sao 
Bernardo do Campo and Diadema, Jair Meneguelli, a member of the Lula bloc, 
acknowledged in an interview last night at the opening of the State Congress 

of Working Classes (CECLAT) that the Single Organization of Workers (CUT) could 
be formed next month without the participation of Joaquim dos Santos Andrade, 
Joaquinzao, president of the Union of Metalworkers of Sao Paulo. 


"The creation of the CUT cannot be postponed any longer. It will occur even 
without Joaquim but with the participation of his union,” Meneguelli predicted, 
while Joaquinzao made clear his position against creation of the CUT now. 


The Crisis 


He believes that the CUT founded in August will not have representativeness 
owing to the lack of mobilization of the union movement. In the opinion of the 
Sao Paulo metalworkers leader, at the present time, priority should be given 

to overcoming the economic crisis, the same argument that Meneguelli uses, the 
crisis, to justify creation of the single organization of workers. 


The two positions, at the opening of the CECLAT last night, show the dominant 
state of mind of the two leaders who are vying for control in the union move- 
ment . 


Lula did not attend the opening, alleging commitments, and Joaquinzao was at 

the site but left before the beginning of the ceremony, which began late because 
of delay in accrediting the delegates and because of political difficulties in 
forming the table of presiding officers. 


The unity of the union movement, which until the early evening was still being 
supported in interviews at the opening of the CECLAT, gave place to much 
stronger positions, with Joaquinzao expressing himself "against unity at any 
price,” and in favor of "a unity with principles"; and Meneguelli acknowledging 
that there may be a schism at this congress, when that possibility had only 
been envisaged for the CONCLAT in August. 


Shortly before the beginning of the opening of the CECLAT, Meneguelli said 
that he had information that, as part of his tactic of preventing the creation 
of the CUT this year, Joaquinzao was going to propose postponing the CONCLAT. 


Luis Antonio Medeiros, secretary general of the union presided over by Joaquinzao, 
denied that there was that possibility. 


"I have participated in all preparatory meetings of that CECLAT and i can 
guarantee that that was not even considered," asserted Medeiros. 


Meneguelli appeared optimistic last night, believing that his position will win. 
On that basic question of the CECLAT, Joaquinzao persisted in his position of 
postponing the creation of the CUT for an indefinite period. 


8711 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


COOPERATIVES CONFEDERATION HEADQUARTERS--Costa Rican legislator Rodrigo Mora 
Alfaro has reported that it was decided at the last meeting of the Gonfedera- 
tion of Caribbean and Central American Cooperations, held in Jamaica, to 
transfer the organization's headquarters to San Jose, Costa Rica. [Summary] 
[PA150301 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0130 GMT 14 Aug 83] 


EEC AID--San Jose, ACAN-EFE--The Costa Rican Government will begin an agri- 
cultural plan in six cantons next September with $18 million in aid from the 
EEC. The plan includes the redistribution of lands, purchase of some 300 
hectares, opening of new access roads, technical assistance, and other 
activities to support peasants in certain sectors. [Text] [PA061215 Panama 
City ACAN in Spanish 1142 GMT 4 Aug 83] 


CsO: 3248/1221 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


FARM TAX TAKES EFFECT IN JULY 
Havana ANAP in Spanish Jun 83 p 27 
[Article by Raimundo Rodriguez] 


[Text] Decree Law 66 will take effect on 1 July. It was approved by the 
Council of State on 1 April of this year and published in a special edition 
of the Official Gazette on the same date. It regulates the income taxes to 
be paid by small farmers and by farm and livestock cooperatives. 


Decree-Law 666 differentiates between the tax to be paid by small farmers and 
by the farming and livestock cooperatives. The former will pay on the basis 
of gross income and the latter on net income. 


For the purposes of this law, small farmers are considered to be all those 
not belonging to an agro-livestock production cooperative (CPA), such as 
those that are organized in service or credit cooperatives or in farm worker 
associations, as well as those not belonging to one of the base organizations 
of the National Small Farmers Association (ANAP). 


Small farmers will pay the tax in the following manner: 


a) By withholding 5 percent, without any deduction, from all payments to each 
farmer for the farm and livestock products that he turns over to stat: collec- 
tion stations or agencies; 


b) Further, if by the close of his fiscal year the farmer has earned more than 
3,000 pesos from sales of farm and livestock products to state companies or 
agencies, net of the gross income taxes already paid through the withholding 
provision above, he will have to pay an additional amount determined as fol- 


lows: 

Over 3,000 pesos up to 6,000: 57 
Over 6,000 up to 9,000 10Z 
Over 9,000 up to 12,000: 157 
Over 12,000: 2027 


This direct tax shall be paid by each farmer within 30 calendar days from the 
close of his respective fiscal year, as determined by the growing season of 
his particular specialty. If not paid by that date, a surcharge will be 
added. 
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The following rules apply to the tax on CPA cooperatives: 


a) Their net income figures will be determined annually by deducting from 
their gross income the advances made to each member and other expenses incur- 
red. The State Finance Committee will set the standards for advances, estab- 
lishing a ceiling in relation to gross income. 


Consequently, advances over the maximum authorized ceilings cannot be de- 
ducted from gross income figures, nor can any expenses other than those au- 
thorized. | 


b) The tax rate will be determined on the basis of the average net income per 
coop member, calculated under procedures to be established by the State Finance 
Committee, according to the following scale: 


Up to 3,000 pesos: 57 
Over 3,000 up to 6,000: 07 
Over 6,000 up to 9,000: 1,2 
Over 9,000: 20” 


c) The tax to be paid shall be determined by applying the percentage indicated 
in clause b) to the total net income of the cooperative, as calculated in ac- 
cordance with clause a). 


The CPA cooperatives shall pay this tax annually at the local offices of the 
National Bank of Cuba for their respective area within 30 calendar days from 
the close of the fiscal year for their particular production specialty. If 
the CPA does not pay by the established date, it will have to pay a surcharge. 


The CPAs shall be exempt from the tax for a period of three years from the 
date on which they were founded or, in the future, shall be founded. For 
cooperatives located in mountain areas, the exemption period will run for five 
years, also counted from the date of past or future founding. 


As can be inferred from the Law, the CPAs have a preferential treatment in 
recognition of the advantage of stimulating the farmers who have shown their 
decision to march toward superior forms of production. 


The payment of this tax which Decree-Law 66 establishes is just. 


The State incurs heavy expenses for economic and social development, as well 
as for the defense of the country and the preservation of internal order. The 
Budget for this should be shared in proportion to incomes earned. Workers in 
the state-owned companies do so, and individual farmers and CPA members should 
pay their fair share also. 


The obligation of farmers and CPA participants to contribute to public expen- 
ses has been defined in the thesis "The Agrarian Question and Relations With 
the Farm Labor Class," approved at the First Congress of the Communist Party 
of Cuba and repeated and defined in the Fifth and Sixth Congresses of the ANAP. 


12430 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


COAXIAL CABLE INSTALLATION COMPLETED TO SANTIAGO DE CUBA 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 13 Jul 83 p l 
[Article by Margarita Pecora and Eddy Fernandez] 


[Text] Santiago de Cuba--Installation of the coaxial cable has been completed 
in Santiago de Cuba, permitting the expansion of the central communications 
system with the city of Havana. 


This installation doubles the channels for automated communication with the 
capital, without operator intervention, making it possible to communicate 
from Havana to Santiago de Cuba for the first time and through the same sys- 
tem, using 42 channels. 


The arrival of the coaxial cable at the Birthplace of the Revolution will make 
it possible to handle the intense telephone traffic that will be generated in 
connection with the festivities commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the 
assault on the Moncada. 


This information has been supplied to JUVENTUD REBELDE by Andres Cruz Torres, 
deputy director for technical development of the Communications Ministry in 
the province. 


Work on the coaxial cable began five years ago and involved construction 
brigades from Havana, as well as specialists, engineers, and technicians from 
the Ministry of Communications. 


Expansion of the central telephone exchange in the province has been tackled 
at the same time with the objective of extending its service network into 
many areas of the territory, so that all townships can have direct dial con- 
nections to Havana. Chivirico, one of the mountainous regions of this pro- 
vince--just to cite one example--can be connected to the capital through this 
system. 


These works were begun early this year with the creation of new telephone 
lines involving construction and installation workers from Santiago Province 
and from other provinces, who lent their aid in solidarity with the home of 
the 26 July Movement. 
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The works are part of a plan to commemorate the date, which also included the 
installation of 90 kms of armored cable and 139 kms of overhead line with 
bare cable. 


The extension of automatic communications to this region makes it possible to 
set up phone booths where a caller can place calls without operator assis- 
tance, a process that will be extended later to several townships. 


Various civil works have also been built, including the postal telecom centers 
for the zones of Versalles and Vista Alegre, and telephone installations in 
Cruce de los Banos, El Caney, and El Cobre, representing a capacity alto- 
gether of 3,480 new lines. 


12430 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


U.S. MILITARY POLICY SCORED-—-Yesterday, Ecuadorean Foreign Minister Luis Valen- 
cia Rodriguez criticized the military exercises being carried out by the United 
States on the Central American coast. The criticism was made in the Getulio 
Vargas Foundation yesterday where he lectured during the 10th Seminar on Inter- 
national Law sponsored by the OAS International Juridical Committee. Upon 
criticizing the United States, the Ecuadorean foreign minister said he advocates 
respect for the principles of nonintervention and the self-determination of 
people. He emphasized the efforts of the Contadora Group (made up of Venezuela, 
Mexico, Panama and Colombia) in the search for peaceful negotiations in Central 
America pointing out that the frictions in that region are a threat to world 
peace. The Ecuadorean foreign minister said: The conflict does not only affect 
Central America. The situation can spread to the entire world. [Text] 
[PY120026 Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 6 Aug 83 p 5] 


NEW MANABI GOVERNOR--Hugo Alberto Cedeno Duenas has been appointed the governor 
of Manabi Province by government Minister Vladimiro Alvarez Grau. He replaces 
Eduardo Izaguirre, who has become agriculture and livestock minister. [Summary] 
[PA101243 Guito Cadena Ecuador Radio in Spanish 2300 GMT 9 Aug 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


TRADITIONAL, NEW PARTIES’ DEBATE LEADS TO NEW COALITIONS 
FUR Criticizes Rightists' Haste 
Guatemala City DIARIO EL GRAFICO in Spanish 21 Jul 83 p 6 


[Text] Attorney Augusto Toledo Penate, secretary of the United Revolutionary 
Front, has announced that the political parties are dividing into two groups 
of left and right. 


Toledo Penate said that at first two groups apparently began to take shape, 
one made up of the traditional political parties, which formed a solid front, 
and one made up of the organizing committees of the nascent political 
parties. However, during the course of talks held by the parties the situ- 
ation has changed, and right and left political blocs are now crystallizing. 


Toledo Penate added that it was clear that the following are the parties of 
the right: the National Liberation Movement, the Authentic Nationalist 
Central, and the Christian Democrat Party, along with several political party 
organizing committees. In the other group, the left, are the Revolutionary 
Party, and the United Revolutionary Party, along with several other committees. 
This is the present political picture. No longer is it the parties against 

the committees, rather, it is right against left. 


"This is what has brought on the impatience shown by the parties of the right 
for elections as soon as possible. They know that time is against them, and 
in their anxiety they are seeking a precipitate election campaign. ‘We left- 
ists," he added, "are consolidating ourselves. We are going to organize a 
very strong bloc. This is why they are worried and desperate for immediate 
elections," Toledo Penate said. 


DC Denies Rightist Pact 
Guatemala City DIARIO EL GRAFICO in Spanish 22 Jul 83 p 7 
[Text] "Statements made about the DC like those issued by Attorney Toledo 


Penate have unified the right, show scant responsibility, and do not help 
improve the image of political leaders in the eyes of the Guatemalan people 
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“because they are obviously false, demagogic, and made in bath faith," 
Attorney Vinicio Cerezo Arvealo said yesterday. 


Cerezo Arevalo added, “Those who come out in favor of de facto governments 

and try to maintain themselves in power in Guatemala by any pretext are called 
Cabrerists. Therefore, out of respect for the people of Guatemala I insist 
that we political leaders make of the political discussions a serious dia- 
logue and not a back alley scrap. 


“Everyone knows that in this country those who defend the people of Guatemala 
are on the left; they even give their lives for the rights of the majority, 
while those who repress the people or ally themselves with them are on the 
right. We Christian Democrats have always been on the side of the people, ex- 


posing those who repressed them in the previous government and denouncing the 
injustices. 


"That is why they tried to assassinate us and that is why many Christian Derc- 
crats died. 


"To pretend now that things have changed is to operate from the theory that 
the people can be easily deceived, but this is lack of respect for the matur- 
ity of Guatemalans." 


Cerezo Arevalo added, "I refuse to accept this level of discussion, and rather 
than fall into the error of throwing things at each other for nothing, I demand 
that we politicians discuss in depth the problems that are affecting the 
people, such as unemployment, violence that is once again beginning to affect 
citizens, and the rights of the civilian population under the next constitu- 
tion." 


PR Denies Traditionalist Alliance 
Guatemala City DIARIO EL GRAFICO in Spanish 23 Jul 83 p 8 


[Text] Revolutionary Party leader Edmundo Guerrero denied that that politi- 
cal group was holding talks with the other political parties in a hotel in 
this city with the object of forming a front against the new political parties’ 
organizing committees. That, he said, would be contrary to the objectives 
that inspire us to hold talks, objectives that are different in nature from 
those which could lead to strife among the political parties that have been 
cooperating with the new political organizations. 


New Parties Form Front 
Guatemala City EL DIARIO GRAFICO in Spanish 22 Jul 83 p 7 


[Text] The recently formed political parties’ organizing committees for the 
Popular Organized Force of Rony Villavicencio, the Popular Nationalist Union, 
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headed by Rodolfo De Leon, and the Popular Democratic Force of Francisco 
Reyes Ixcamey comprised a joint political group that met with President Rios 
Montt yesterday at the Presidential House. 


They presented four points as the basis for a discussion of the scheduling of 
the election campaign. 


The points they proposed were: reform of the political organizations statute; 
authentication of committees, scheduling, and a political agreement. 


They explained among other things that they had met to discuss the various 
problems facing lawmaking bodies, but first several articles of the political 
Statutes must be changed so that the secretaries general of the committees 
could function legally and on an equal footing for the elections to the 
National Constituent Assembly. 


Before setting election dates, they stated, it is first necessary to determine 
what the people really want. 


Once these conditions are met, they said, our point of view is that the elec- 
tions should be proclaimed on 22 July 1984, the elections for the Constituent 
Assembly held on 19 November of the same year, and the inauguration scheduled 
on 15 January 1985. 


Finally, they suggested a gentlemen's agreement be signed by which the rules 
of the game would be established; their observance will help achieve a demo- 
cratic, pluralist, fair, and efficient election. 


FUR-PR-PAR Alliance 
Guatemala City EL DIARIO EL GRAFICO in Spanish 22 Jul 83 p 7 


[Text] An alliance for a joint proposal among two parties and one political 
party organizing committee was announced by Attorney Edmundo Lopez Duran, 
secretary general of the United Revolutionary Front during the meeting between 
President Rios Montt and the political party leaders. 


After the talks between the political leaders and the chief executive Attorney 
Lopez Duran said they had set out their conditions for the election schecule 

in several points of a joint document, which are as follows: abrogation of tle 
state of emergency decree, a declaration by the government committing itself 

to freedom of expression, and the free exercise of the political rights of 
those citizens who make up the civil defense patrols. 


Lopez Duran said that in order to really achieve safe and honest elections, the 
conditions proposed by the FUR and the PR, along with the PAR [Revolutionary 

Action Party], should first be met, otherwise, any schedule that may be approv- 
ed would not be dependable if the conditions they proposed jointly were not met. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


LIBERAL PARTY LEADER DISCUSSES ELECTIONS 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 2 Aug 83 p 2 
{Article by Rene Cantarero] 


{Text] Jose Azcona Hoyo, chairman of the Central Executive Council of the 
Liberal Party of Honduras, yesterday emphatically told LA TRIBUNA that "there 
is no power struggle between the constitutional president of the republic, 
Roberto Suazo Cordova, and the chief of the armed forces, Gen Gustavo Alvarez 
Martinez." 


Civilian Authority 


When asked what credibility he attaches to rumors that are circulating nation- 
ally and internationally to the effect that there is a clash between the mili- 
tary and civilian authorities, Azcona Hoyo replied categorically that "it makes 
no sense to think that there is a power struggle in Honduras at this time." 


“The chief executive, Roberto Suazo Cordova, who in addition to being consti- 
tutional president is commander in chief of the armed forces, is the person 
to whom the Honduran people gave the power. What does exist for the benefit 
of Honduras is complete understanding between tne president and the army 
chief, and this should make all Hondurans happy, regardless of our political 
parties,” Azcona Hoyo explained. 


"They did not believe that the Liberal Party would win the 1980 constituent 
assembly elections and were not sure we would win the general elections of 
29 November 1981. But the results showed quite the opposite with the party 
winning by an overwhelming majority," said the liberal leader. 


"We are certain that there is no organized group in the national political 
panorama capable of opposing the Liberal Party in the next elections, regard- 
less of the candidate that the special convention to be convened for that 
purpose offers to the people,” asserted Azcona Hoyo. 


There Is No Division 


Asked if the Liberal Party is now confronting a divisive crisis, Azcona Hoyo 
replied that “there is no disunity in our party.” 
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“The Liberal Party is an institution that throughout its history has respected 
the opinions of its members and it is precisely because of its democratic 
ideology that it has had varied opinions about persons and situations. This 
in no way means division within the party,” he said. 


"We are absolutely confident that when internal elections are held on the 
2lst of this month, they will not be an obstacle to party unity. These 
elections are not going to disunite liberals under any circumstance,” he em- 
phasized. 


There Is No Weakness 


Azcona Hoyo further said "We also reject the opinion that the performance 

of the government is weakening the party. On the contrary, the work that 
the Suazo Cordova government is doing, despite the critical economic and 
political situation prevailing in the area, show that when there is a desire 
to undertake projects for the benefit of the people, they can be done.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


SANCTIONS APPROVED FOR DEPUTIES ABSENT FROM CONGRESS 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 8 Aug 83 p 12 
[Article by Guillermo Castellanos Enamorado] 


[Text] Yesterday's session of the National Congyess again was suspended for 
lack of a quorum following a roll call which coufirmed that only 43 of the 
82 deputies were present in the hall of sessions. 


When informed of the situation by the secretary, Acting President Benigno 

Irias ordered that the pertinent deduction be made from the salary of absentees. 
The order includes the previous day when 24 deputies were absent; therefore, 
certain deputies were assessed a 2-day fine. 


Regular and Alternate Members 


Irias was asked what action he would take in those cases where neither the 
regular nor alternate member was present. He answered that Thursday and yes- 
terday "there were absentees who had not requested leave of absence. If 
alternates are in this category, the same sanction applies to them." 


Regarding regular deputies who do not attend sessions for more than 8 days 

as stipulated by the internal regulation and their absence extends to 2 or 

more months without alternates being called as replacements, Irias admitted 
that "there are exceptional cases where the regular member does not attend 

and does not request permission, which is pure irresponsibility." 


He explained that in such cases, the board of directors cannot call an alter- 
nate because the regular member is absent without leave. 


Hall Rivera Without Permission 


Regarding the absences of William Franklin Hall Rivera and Dilma Quezada de 
Martinez, both liberals for Yoro Department, the respective alternate will be 
called during their long stay in the United States. Irias said Quezada de 
Martinez "requested special permission due to illness." He asserted that 
"Deputy Hall Rivera is among the deputies who stay away without the appro- 
priate permission.” 
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Asked why Hall Rivera is not penalized by calling his alternate, Irias re- 
plied that it should be done “and I hope that the board of directors will rule 
on all this because there is too much abuse on the part of deputies." 


Suazo Tome Ashamed 


Concerning what happened at the National Congress yesterday, Deputy Donaldo 

Suazo Tome (nationalist [National Party] for Cortes Department) said: "I am 
ashamed for my colleagues who do not come to the chamber without justifica- 

tion." 


He emphasized that Congress President Edrain Bu Giron previously had said that 
deduction from the salary of absentees would be made "but to date I have 
not heard of anyone subjected to such penalty.” 


"I hope," he continued, "that the order is carried out now, although in aay 
case, it is a shame to have to resort to such action to make deputies per’or. 
their duty." 


"I also know, and this is a very personal matter, that there is some patroni- 
zing when a nationalist deputy does not attend," Suazo Tome said, explaining 
that perhaps he was getting into something he should not. 


He argued that when absences occur in the liberal wing, alternates are called 
"although perhaps not the one corresponding to each deputy, but the seats 
are always taken there." 


On the other hand, he added, "in the case of nationalists, I know of many 
examples where the president or whoever is responsible for granting permis- 
sion, gives it without an alternate, which I consider discriminatory.” 


"What I do is that I pay my alternate from my salary to attend when I cannot, 
something everyone should do," he said. 


Suazo Tome charged that "some deputies have not been present for several 
weeks, if we added their separate absences, and some of them are part’ lead- 
ers. I believe they are being paid. Deductions should be made from their 
salary and their alternates paid,” he recommended. 


PINU and PDCH 

Regarding the Innovation and Un‘ty Party (PINU) and Honduran Christian Demo- 
cratic Party (PDCH), it was emphasized that "the respective alternate auto- 
matically appears when a regular member is absent.” 


Benigno Entirely Right 


"I say that the acting president is entirely right," said the liberal deputy 
of the legendary "little faction", Roberto Micheletti, respresentative for 
Yoro Department. 
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"The Honduran people elected us to legislate and to work for the country, but 
it happens that some deputies are doing as they please," he emphasized. 


He said that when deputies are summoned for 8 am, "we get here at 10; and 
if for 10 am, we get here at 12 or 1 pm. Therefore, I say he is entirely 


right.” 


Micheletti noted that "there are also some deputies here who ‘drop in and 
leave’ and this shameful situation should be stopped because the people 
elected us to be here and not to be taking care of other business that has 
nothing to do with the National Congress." 


The Fined 


The deputies listed below will be fined for absences, in compliance with orders 
of the National Congress presidency, for not attending the session Thursday, 
4 August, and not justifying their absence: 


Heriberto Alcantara Mejia (PN [National Party]-Copan), Rafael Antonio Ardon 
(PL [Liberal Party]-Ocotepeque), Antonio Orlando Benitez Perino (PL-Choluteca), 
Mario Calix Urtecho (PN-Lempira), Roberto Eduardo Cantero Rodriguez (PN- 
Francisco Morazan), Jose Armando Carcamo Medina (PN-Choluteca), Jose Nicolas 
Cruz Torres (PN-Francisco Morazan), Efrain Diaz Arrivillaga (PDCH-Francisco 
Morazan), Carlos Roberto Echenique Salgado (PN-Gracias a Dios), Graciela 
Pineda de Giron (PL-Santa Barbara), Juan Jose Guevara Escalante (PN-Santa 
Barbara), Servello Hernandez Argueta (PN-Lempira), Jose Maria Leiva Vivas 
(PN-Santa Barbara), David Antonio Mendoza Luplac (PN-Choluteca), Santos 
Valenquela Maldonado (PL-Copan), Mario Enrique Rivera Lopez (PN-Francisco 
Morazan), Arturo Amilcar Robles Vasquez (PN-Francisco Morazan), Armando 
Rosales Peralta (PL-Olancho), Hector Facundo Sabillon Cruz (PN-Cortes), 

Rene Sagastume Castillo (PN-Francisco Morazan), Carlos Alberto Salgado 
Chavez (PL-Comayagua), Manuel Octavio Suazo Urqula (PN-La Paz). Justino 
Trochez Baraona (PL-Santa Barbara), Jose Tito Valle Portillo (PL-Copan). 


The deputies who broke the quorum yesterday and also will be fined are: 


Heriberto Alcantara Mejia (PN-Copan), Juan de la Cruz Avelar Leiva (PL- 
Comayagua), Armando Bardales Paz (PL-Cortes), Jorge Rene Bendana Meza (PN- 
Cortes), Jose Valois Padilla (PL-Francisco Morazan), Mario Calix Urtecho 
(PN-Lempira), Roberto Eduardo Cantero Rodriguez (PN-Francisco Morazan), Maria 
Teresa Cardona Valdez de Torres (PN-Colon), Jose Nicolas Cruz Torres (PN- 
Francisco Morazan), Modesto Arnaldo Chacon Soto (PL-Cortes), Natanael Delcid 
Menendez (PN-Intibuca), Roberto Carlos Echenique Salgado (PN-Gracias a Dios), 
Graciela Pineda de Giron (PL-Santa Barbara), Juan Jose Guevara Escalante 
(PN-Santa Barbara), Napoleon Guillen Mendez (PL-Lempira), William Frarklin 
Hall Rivera (PL-Yoro), Servello Hernandez Argueta (PN-Lempira), Etna Kieffer 
de Alfonso (PL-Atlantida), Jose Maria Leiva Vivas (PN-Santa Barbara), Idalia 
Gerondina Mendoza Rivera de Medal (PL-El Paraiso), Carlos Orbin Montoya 
(PL-Francisco Morazan), Armando Moreno Alvarado (PL-Santa Barbara), Felipe 
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Pena (PL-Valle), Jorge Alberto Pineda Arita (PL-Ocotepeque), Marco Antonio 
Ponce Paguada (PL-Atlantida), Maria Dilma Quezada de Martinez (PL-Yoro), Rene 
Corea Cortes (PL-El Paraiso), Mario Enrique Rivera Lopez (PN-Francisco 
Morazan), Arturo Amilcar Raudales Vasquez (PN-Copan), Modesto Rodas Baca 
(PL-Francisco Morazan), Armando Rosales Peralta (PL-Olancho), Hectro Facundo 
Sabillon Cruz (PN-Cortes), Rene Sagastume Castillo (PN-Francisco Morazan), 
Carlos Alberto Salgado Chavez (PL-Comayagua), Cristino Trochez Baraona (PL- 
Santa Barbara), Juan Pablo Urrutia Raudales (PN-El Paraiso), Jose Tito Valle 
Portillo (PL-Copan), Ramon Enrique Zuniga Rodezno (PL-Choluteca), Carlos 
Arturo Bueso Chinchilla (PL-Cortes), Oswaldo Lainez Valladares (PN-Choluteca), 
Vicente Murillo Duron (PN-Yoro), Carlos Octavic Rivas Garcia (PL-El Paraiso), 
Rafael Antonio Ardon Fuentes (PL-Ocotepeque). 


Note: The lists of deputies absent without leave were furnished by National 
Congress Secretary Mario Enrique Prieto Alvarado, in compliance with orders 
of Acting President Benigno Irias Henriquez. 


Many of the deputies who appear or the second list were in the legislative 
palace hallways when the roll was taken to confirm a quorum and were not in 
the hall of sessions of the National Congress. Others were in the cafeteria 
and still others on the ground floor of the legislative palace admiring the 
drum majorettes who headed the parade of the capital's schools yesterday mark- 
ing Mental Health Week. 


Deputies earn 5,000 lempiras monthly and 600 for representation expenses, 
which is the equivalent of 186 lempiras a day. 


What happened yesterday marked the third time in 2 months that there has been 
no quorum. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


PRI-COCEI CLASH IN OAXACA ; JUCHITAN GOVERNMENT ABOLISHED 
PRI's Reasons 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 8 Aug 83 pp 6, 7 


[Text] Juchitan, Oaxaca--PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] has attained its 
goal: to step up the violence so as to create the conditions allowing the state 
congress (on Wednesday, 3 August) to order the abolishment of the government in 
this municipality headed by COCEI [Labor, Peasant, Student Coalition of the 
Isthmus]. 


Four days earlier, two persons died and 20 more suffered injuries (some serious) as 
a result of a confrontation between PRI and COCEI backers who were completing their 
respective election campaigns that day. 


At nightfall, the state governor, Pedro Vazquez Colmenares, ordered the prosecutor 
of justice, Miguel Angel Guzman Labastida, to conduct a personal investigation and 
to prosecute those responsible, "regardless of the political group or party to 
which they belong.” 


And on Monday, 1 August, PRI, PAN [National Action Party] and PPS [Popular Socialist 
Party], most of which are members of the state legislature, demanded the abolishment 
of the Juchitan government, because "the constitutional order has been destroyed” 
and it is “the municipal authorities themselves who are fostering acts of violence 
and spreading unrest in the area.” 


Juan Jose Gutierrez, head of the Chamber of Commerce, who on 13 May promoted a 
state-wide strike against the municipal authorities, for his part, demandec the 
jailing of the Juchitan authorities and the COCEI leaders. 


The violence on Sunday, 31 July, arose when a demonstration led by the general 
delegate of PRI's National Executive Committee, Florencio Salazar Martinez, who 
had left the rally for his candidate for deputy, Teodoro Altamirano, alias "El 
Rojo," encountered , at the intersection of Belisario Dominguez and Valentin 
Carrasco Streets, about 100 meters from the municipal palace, a COCEI contingent 
returning from a gathering to back its candidate, Desiderio de Gyves. 


The mutual insults were followed by blows, rock throwing and shots from firearms. 


Isidoro Pineda Orozco, a PRI member from La Ventosa, and Miguel Posadas Lopez, a 
COCEI sympathizer, were killed. 
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Vazquez Colmenares blamed PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico} for the violence, 
because (he claimed) it had not upheld the commitment made on 2/7 July among the 
seven political parties with registration and the State Electoral Commission, to 
“guarantee the citizenry a clean, democratic, electoral process devoid of any 
violent activity.” 


Leopoldo de Gyves, for his part, described the position assumed by the state govern- 
ment as fascist, and he gave a reminder: "Since we took charge of the municipal 
headquarters, we have been constantly harassed to break up the town hall, but the 
popular, legitimate strength that we represent has prevented it. The attacks on 
the municipality have ranged from budget restrictions to a hearing to accuse us of 
misappropriation of funds, and to personal attacks aimed at ousting us from the 
palace by force.” 


De Gyvesalso held the Juchitan PRI leaders Javier Fuentes and Darbien Santiago, the 
PRI candidate Teofilo Altamirano and Forfirio Montero, leader of the small farmers, 
responsible for the confrontation. 


In addition, he charged those who had promoted the PRI parade: Rene Martinez Sover- 
bille, PRI delegate in Juchitan, and general delegate Florencio Salazar Martinez. 


He added: "What was obvious was that the 200 members of the crime prevention police 
patrolling Juchitan did nothing to prevent the confrontation, despite the fact that, 
according to the governor, they had been sent to ensure the safety of the residents 
of Juchitan." 


In response, Oswaldo Garcia Criollo, state leader of PRI, accused the municipal 
authorities and COCEI leaders of "violating the spirit of political reform,” and 
threatened: "The law will be applied with its full weight against those responsible." 


The charges from both sides continued until Wednesday, 3 August, when the state 
legislature ordered the abolishment of Juchitan’s government, recommending that the 
Electoral Commission postpone the elections for local deputies that were scheduled 
to take place this Sunday, 7 August. 


This was approved by the State Electora! Commission, despite the fact that PSUM reject- 
ed the postponement of the elections and announced that it would request of the Con- 
gress of the Union a political judgment against the governor and state legislature 

for usurping functions, violating the Constitution and attacking democratic insti- 
tutions. 


On Thursday, 4 August, De Gyves offered to turn over the municipal palace peacefully 
as soon as he received the official injunction. He explained that the municipal 
council had made that decision in view of the threat that the police and the Army 
would evict by force some 4,000 Juchitan residents who had been located since Wednes- 
day opposite the palace, in a permanent assembly, to defend the deposed municipal 
council. 


Meanwhile, at the Juchitan School Center, the undersecretary of government, Carlos 
Aldeco Reyes, was swearing in as chairman of tne municipal council the PRI backer 

and former SECOFIN [Secretariat of Commerce and Industrial Development] delegate, 

Cesar Augusto Carrasco Gomez. 





On Friday, 5 August, in the afternoon, the third district judge of Oaxaca residing 
in Salina Cruz, Victor Manuel Islas Dominguez, allowed the petition for reliet 
filed (on Wednesday) by Leopoldo de Gyves against the state congress decision to 
abolish the powers of the municipal council. 


The judge said that the petition from the repudiated Juchitan authorities “deserves 
all our respect, like all matters that are conducted here," and remarked that, as of 
today, Monday, it would be decided whether or not the provisional suspension of 
protection was legal. 


Meanwhile, within 2 days of his ouster, De Gyves reappeared in front of the muncipal 
headquarters and summoned all the residents to a demonstration in the municipality's 
main square (which was to take place yesterday, Sunday); one which, he claimed, 
would constitute "a referendum wherein the people of Juchitan will express their 
backing for the legitimacy of their rulers." 


He said that the PRI state leaders and government of Oaxaca would be invited so 
that they could see for themselves the support of the people of Juchitan for the 
"socialist and popular" municipal council that he heads. 


History of Violence 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 8 Aug 83 pp 10, 1l 


[Text] Juchitan has agitated public opinion, but this is not an isolated event, 
rather it is one more in the series that has shaken it throughout the interval of 
the 6-year term thus far. These are the facts: 


After the municipal elections of 5 December, members of the opposition seized presi- 
dents’ offices and public buildings in Chiapas, San Luis Potosi, Jalisco and Tlaxcala. 
In all instances there were violent ousters by police forces. In Chiapas, two 
persons died and 35 were injured. In SLP, 50 were beaten;in Jalisco, 10 were injur- 
ed; and in Tlaxcala, eight PRI municipal presidents were unable to take office 
because of being unpopular. There were confrontations. In Villaflores, Chiapas, 
10 persons were killed and 300 more were beaten. Some victories were recognized for 
the opposition including that of Salvador Nava Martinez in the Potosi capital. The 
opposition claimed 75 municipalities; it did not gain more than about 20. 


With Nava Martinez there is a total of three opposition mayors holding the presiden- 
cies of state capitals. The others are Hermosillo and Guanajuato. The three munici- 
palities have expressed their fear of PRI revenge. In March, Nava accused the 
governor of San Luis Potosi of harassing the municipality. Jonguitud Barrios refused 
to turn over the federal records. Nava had recourse to the Secretariats of Govern- 
ment, Finance and Public Credit and Programing and Budget; but did not procure a 
solution. The municipality of SLP was in debt to the light entity. On 26 May, Nava 
demanded a political judgment against Jonguitud Barrios from the Standing Commission 
of the Congress of the Union. On 9 June, commissions in the Chamber of Deputies 
acquitted Jonguitud. 


On 20 March, in Panuco, Veracruz, 4,000 persons set fire to the municipal palace, 
patrols and public buildings. They were protesting the assassination of a laborer 








at the hands of the police, and demanding the dismissal of the PRI mayor, Manuel 
Silva Villanueva. On 25 March, the Panuco mayor was disclaimed by the Congress of 
Vera Cruz. 


On 24 April, in Xiochapa, in the municipality of Alcozauca, Guerrero (under PSUM 
control), a group of PRI backers attacked PSUM supporters. Two were killed and 
eight injured, and Othon Salazar's car was smashed. 


In Acala, Chiapas, the PAN municip.l president, Leopoldo Grajales Ordonez, was 
assassinated by his PRI rival Vidal Interino , whom he had defeated in the elections. 


On 25 April, in Moyotzingo, Puebla, political boss gunmen attacked the members of a 
public transport cooperative sponsored by PSUM. Two were killed and seven wounded. 


On 28 June, in Ciudad Camargo, Chihuahua, Carlos Aragon, PRI candidate for council 
member, machine-gunned a PAN rally. The brains behind the crime was the PRI candi- 
date for the mayor's office. Three persons were killed. The PRI candidates we e 
arrested and replaced. Despite this, the elections were held; PAN won. 


In view of the proximity of the elections for local deputies in Oaxaca, in early 

July the violence in Juchitan became severe. The PRI supporters used slogans to 
identify themselves. Raul Enriquez Palomec, PRI federal deputy and promoter of 
"Porrism"” in 1968, and Teodoro Altamirano, alias "El Rojo,'' a PRI candidate, demanded 
the Army's intervention. PRI youth leaders told PROCESO that they would burn the 
municipal palace and the revenue office if the Army did not intervene. On 1/ July, 
Leopoldo de Gyves, the painter Francisco Toledo and the photographer Rafael Doniz 
were attacked in a violent eviction of peasants. On 31 July there was a confronta- 
tion in Juchitan; two persons were killed. PRI claimed that they were its members, 
but did not prove it. "El Rojo'' maintained that PRI would withdraw from the elec- 
tions if the popular municipal council were not disclaimed. The PSUM-COCEI coalition 
showed photographs of "El Rojo" armed with a submachine gun. On 3 August, the 
Congress of Oaxaca declared the government of Juchitan abolished and postponed the 
elections in that district indefinitely. 


The Labor Issue 


On 30 December 1982, labor, management and government leaders signed the "national 
solidarity pact," whereby the first-named group promised to temper its wage deamnds 
in exchange for the second’s investing and not raising prices and the third's ensur- 
ing supplies and curbing prices. On 4 January, SECOFIN authorized raises in the 
prices of basic products. The pact was broken. The workers received only a 25 
percent wage hike. 


In February, Fidel Velazquez claimed that the workers would assume a radical position. 
He demanded a meeting of the National Minimum Wage Commission (CNSM) to order an 
emergency increment. Hector Hernandez said that it was illusory to freeze prices. 


In March, the Labor Congress (CT) claimed that the government's austerity policy was 
already upsetting the parastate enterprises: PEMEX [Mexican Petroleum] laid off 
28,000 part-time workers. The Central Light and Power Company (CLEC) announced that 








it would dismiss 3,200 electricians. The members of SME [Mexican Trade Union of 
Electricians] refused to collect the taxes on electric power consumption for 2 
weeks. They were pressured by the Labor Secretariat and resumed doing so, but 
they managed to postpone the layoff of their comrades. Nevertheless, in May the 
first 400 were dismissed, and the total threat was carried out in June. 


Also in March, the strike at Dina/Renault, a parastate firm subsequently sold to 
foreigners, was resolved with layoffs and a 20 percent wage hike. The workers 

at the Metropolitan University and College of Mexico had held their strikes without 
being able to break the 25 percent wage ceiling. Arsenio Farell Cubillas, secretary 
of labor, declared that CROC [Revolutionary Confederation of Workers and Peasants] 
"is destined to be the vanguard of the Mexican proletariat, the great confederation 
of workers." There was trouble inside CTM [Confederation of Mexican Workers]. CROC 
has always boycotted the radical actions of CT [Labor Congress}. 


[n April , CT and CTM again demanded a meeting of CNSM [National Minimum Wage Commis- 
sion], demanding results before May Day. There were none. On May Day, independent 
unions joined the official parade. There was violence between CNIE (National Coor- 
dinating Board of Education Workers] and SNTE [National Trade Union of Education 
Workers]. Nevertheless, the demands and slogans were the same: against austerity, 
trade union corruption and wage ceilings, and in favor of an emergency wage hike. 

In May, CTM, CROC and COR [Revolutionary Labor Confederation] did not reach agree- 
ment on calling a strike for the emergency wage hike. Fidei announced that, on 15 
May, the strikes would start to be called in 174,000 business firms. CROC, COR an 
CROM criticized CTM's position and ostracized it. Fidel claimed that the workers 
felt disillusioned by the government's indifference toward their demands. On 20 
May, the CNSM meeting was postponed, despite the fact that it was only 2 days from 
the legal deadline for arriving at a decision. The latter came a month later, and 
the increase was only 15.6 percent. On 31 May, about 3,000 strikes broke out, and 
were settled with an average increment of 15 percent. Nevertheless, STPS [Secreta- 
riat of Labor and Social Security] declared the SUTIN's [Sole Trade Union of Nuclear 
Industry Workers] strike at ININ [National Institute for Nuclear Research] non- 
existent. SUTIN maintained its strike at URAMEX [Mexican Uranium]. In view of 

the intransigence and the threat of closing the company, on 23 June the union stopped 
its strike. URAMEX would not accept, and proposed the dismissal of the 2,100 workers. 
SUTIN continued its strike. On the morning of 3 August, URAMEX accepted SUTIN’s 
call-off, and by afternoon it would not accept it. 


On 31 May, strikes broke out at UNAM [National Autonomous University of Mexico], 
UAM [Metropolitan Autonomous University] and other provincial univers T 
were attempts to declare them non-existent. The office of the rector a 
offered 1,500 pesos per month for each worker, but a few hours later it withdrew 
the offer. Octavio Rivero Serrano did mot make another offer. A media campaign 
was triggered, chiefly at Televisa, with which Rivero Serrano ratified a televised 
agreement against the university trade union movement. STUNAM [Trade Union of the 
National Autonomous University of Mexico] and SITUAM [Independent Trade Union of 
Workers of the Metropolitan Autonomous University] were forced to stop the strikes 
without obtaining anything. They collected only 50 percent of the wages due. 











Meanwhile, the oil workers received a 44 percent increase and other benefits; the 


members of the Armed Forces received salary hikes of between 44.2 and 92.88 percent 
starting on 1 June. The salaries of public officials increased as much as 160 
percent, retroactively to 1 January, and they also received a "performance bonus" 

and "non-taxable compensation"; while the public employees" protests increased, since 
they received only 15 percent hikes. 


In July, the labor problem at “Red Arrow" and other urban motor transport lines 

was settled with the intervention of the Federal Highway Police and state police 
forces. In Chilpancingo, the parked buses were located on the grounds of the Auto- 
nomous University of Guerrero, and were retrieved by members of the Army, Judicial 
Police and Highway Police, amid gunfire. There were injuries and people arrested. 


At the Metro, the company struck at the union and succeeded in having the leaders 
dismissed. 


Violence in the Rural and Urban Areas 


The situation in the rural areas was similar. The 125,000 coffee growers demanded 
a 100 percent rise in the guarantee price of their product. The response was: ''We 
shall not increase anything for them," even though it was admitted that they were 
in a state of poverty. 


In late 1982 there were outbreaks of violence and confrontations between the public 
force and communal farmers, when the Mexico state government attempted to expropri- 
ate 79 communal hectares in Ocoyoacan. In Buenavista de Zapata, Puebla, 500 
peasants were attacked by a group of gunmen incited by the municipal president of 
Ixcamilpa. One person was killed and three were shot, on 15 December 1982. 


In January, two persons were killed and two others injured by police forces in Sina- 
loa, during the eviction from the Tultita property in Guamuchil. In March, peasants 
from Comacalco seized PEMEX facilities, demanding payment for the expropriation of 
their land. 


On 8 April, the government decided to close the National Center for Industrial 
Technical Education (CENETI) in order to resolve the labor problems and "the 
degenerative processes." 


On Thursday, 21 July, in Mexico City, over 1,000 policemen and agents wearing civil- 
ian clothes attacked about 4,000 normal school members who were holding a peaceful 
"sit-in." 


Governor Vazquez" Position 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 8 Aug 83 pp 6-10, 12 


(Text ] Although the Juchitan municipal council is the latest and the most famous, 
Pedro Vazquez Colmenares has, in fewer tnan 3 years as governor, politically guillo- 
ined nearly 50 municipal presidents. 


With the PRI divided, Vazquez Colmenares is also faced with an overt rejection of 
his government in the leading cities and towns of Oaxaca, and even among the workers 
in his own household, the public employees. 
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This rejection has been fostered by the nepotism among high-ranking officials in 

his government, and also by the position of his brother, Genaro Vazquez Colmenares, 
who was recently accused of being a drug trafficker and whose business has flourished 
during the past 3 years. 


An opportunist, weak, and ineffective are some of the descriptions used to depict 
the governor, even by the PRI backers themselves, including Teodoro Altamirano, 
alias "El Rojo" (candidate for deputy representing Juchitan). 


Descriptions aside, there are the facts. 


Vazquez Colmenares has suffered a major political defeat since he began to govern; 
except for the capital, his party (in 1980) lost the mayors' offices in all the 
other major cities and towns of the state: Juchitan (COCEI), Huajuapan de Leon (PAN), 
2inotepa Nacional (PARM), Tehuantepec (PSP), Pochutla (governed by a civil board 

of administration), Huaxpaltepec (PST), Magdalena Ocotlan (PCM), Union Hidalgo and 
[xtepec (PPS), Yalala (popular defense committee), and Valle Nacional, Chiltepec, 
Ojitlan, Usila and Tuxtepec, where PRI had to accept coalition municipal councils. 


In at least 470 of the state's 570 municipalities, the people had already decided 
on the composition of their authorities, not only before the elections, but also 
before PRI's convocation to nominate candidates. This phenomenon was more clearly 
observed in the Mixes area, where the communities held assemblies and, subsequently, 
PRI did nothing more than adopt those already elected as its own. 


And it was more beneficial for it to adopt those candidates. Otherwise, PRI would 
have had to face problems such as that of Telixtlahuaca. There, the people elected 
a popular candidate but PRI did not accept him. It wanted to force another one. 

In view of this situation, on election day the people made polls and organized 
parallel elections. In the end, the government party had to accept it. Something 
Similar occurred in Yalala. 


Headed by Porfirio Santibanez Orozco, a group of sociologists ‘Lilia Cano, Maria 
del Carmen Chagoya and Hector Martinez) from the Benito Juarez University's Insti- 
tute of Sociological Research, analyzed this political conflict, which involves 
virtually the entire state and which has now erupted in Juchitan. 


The researchers claim that all these popular movements transcend the merely electoral 
aspect. They say that they are associated with the protection of natural resources, 
particularly, lumber, mining or the land itself. These resources have been exploited 
by political bosses and landholders who are protected and represented by PRI. And 
they give an example: 


In the Sierra de Juarez area, an Organization for Protection of Natural Resources 
and a Committee for Defense of Communities have been formed, which are opposed not 
only to PRI but also to the Oaxaca Forest company, owned by the Pandal Graff family, 
which has "demolished the woods and enslaved the people."’ Strangely enough, the 
governor's brother, Genero, has been mentioned as an attorney for Pandal Graff, in 
addition to having, on his own (according to a charge), cleared 12,000 hectares of 
precious wood in Ayotzintepec. 











Political Revenge 


The fact is that, in view of the major defeat suffered in the 1980 elections, 
Vazquez Colmenares has dismissed 45 municipal presidents_to date, including Leopol- 
do de Gyves. It is his revenge. And the sociologist Santibanez Orozco explains 
the device: 


"From an economic standpoint, the state government exercises absolute control over 
the municipalities. According to the state constitution, the exercise of the 
municipal budgets is subject to supervision by the Chamber of Deputies’ Major 
Accounting Office, whose present head is Raul Bolanos Cacho, former president of 
the state PRI and confidence man of the governor. Nearly all the municipal coun- 
cils held by the opposition have been accused of misappropriation of funds by PRI 
or its organizations. As soon as the complaints are made, Congress conducts audits 
used as a weapon for pressure and control, or overtly to punish the municipal 
presidents who are not docile, such as the one in Cuilapam, who was the last to 
succumb, before the one in Juchitan. PRI's attitude in the locations where ‘** ‘ost 
has been marked by a constant offensive to boycott the operation of the municipe, 
councils. One example: the one in Pinotepa Nacional, where the market tenants, 
combined in CNOP [National Confederation cf Popular Organizations], harass the 
authorities and threaten not to pay taxes, because the municipal council has not 
kept its promise to rehabilitate the market. And, to be sure, the authorities 
have not rehabilitated it, but because the state government has denied them loans 
and even the contributions to which they are legally entitled. Another example: 

In Pochutla, an indebtedness arose in the municipal council to the Federal Electri- 
city Commission, just when the municipal presi *nt dissociated from PRI was about 
to take office. CFE threatened to cut off the supply of electric power, and the 
PRI backers took advantage of the occasion to accuse the new municipal council of 
being inept. But the hostility is not only economic. Last year, in Magdalena 
Ocotlan, three sympathizers of the PSUM municipal council were assassinated. : 


In addition to the electoral setbacks, PRI and the governor have other reasons for 
rancor against the popular movements. One of them, specifically, is the fact that 
they have thwarted Vazquez Colemnares' great political plan to reduce the number 
of municipalities in the state. 


In December 1980, when his government was just starting, Vazquez Colmenares submit- 
ted a bill to Congress in which it was stipulated that every municipality, in order 
to have that status, would have to have a minimum of 30,000 inhabitants. He argued 
that the large number of municipalities (570) curtailed the development of the 
state. Backed by PRI, whose leader at that time was Antonio Fabila, the governor 
began a campaign of convincing.to have the communities accept his proposal. And 
when the PRI leaders made him think that there was a likely agreement, Vazquez 
Colmenares started to suffer disappointments, first in Ixtlan de Juarez, where the 
Liberal Union of Mountain Municipal Councils, which rejected his proposal, has its 
headquarters. 


The disappointments turned into humiliation on 23 January of this year, in Santo 
Domingo Barrio Bajo, Etla, which the governor had to leave by fleeing. This is 
what happened, according to one of those who participated im the drama: Ange! 
Cruz Mendoza, municipal president of San Andres Zautla: 
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Colmenares summoned us 23 municipal presidents of the Etla district for 
that day, in Santo Domingo Barrio Bajo. The summons cleverly noted that only the 
municipal presidents and trustees were to attend, totaling about 50 persons in all. 
it was supposed to be a “work meting," but owing to an indiscretion by the munici- 
pal president of San Pablo Huitzo, whom the government had convinced that his juris- 
dction was to be expanded, we learned that this “work meeting" was actually for the 
purpose of regrouping and reducing the number of municipalities. And we prepared 
murselves: A day before, all of us municipal presidents met. We said that we would 
not allow the government to have its way, and that not only we would attend the 
meeting, but also the entire town council and anyone who wished. So, the next day, 
in santo Domingo, there were not 50 of us, but over 4,000 persons present at the 
SARH (Secretariat of Agriculture and Water Resources] auditorium, where it was 
intended to hold the work meeting. The number of people did not fit, and we chose 
to hold the meeting in the street while, inside the cuditorium, there was Vazquez 
Colmenares* entire team. We waited until 1030 hours, when the governor arrived. 

He got out of his vehicle and viewed all of us unmoved. He tried to greet us, and 
gan displaying signs saying ‘the people of Etla demand respect for municipal 
y-' The governor read them and continued on his way to the auditorium, but 
the shouting and insults began. He became angry and shouted: 


anat has happened to the municipal presidents? I want to talk to then!’ 


4 ' 


> * - ' - 
The crowd replied: No, all of us. 


“And in an uproar ,it evaded the police and entered the auditorium. On the platform 
quez Colmenares attempted to explain som thing, but the shouting continued. 

Several women even tugged at his lapels, until his body guards rescued him. They 

put him in his pickup truck and he left fleeing, through terrain and brush, not 

via the road.” 


Since then, Vazquez Colmenares has shelved his plan. And Cruz Mendoza explains: 


he governor had persisted, he would have caused a fratricidal war; here in 
people fight and even kill for a furrow; and they would with more reason 

for a municipality. But it seems that those governing us are foreigners; they are 
infamiliar with our problems. And when we want to talk with the governor, we who, 
because we are municipal presidents, should have the right to entry, we have to wait 
tediously at the entrance (to the Government Palace), and even then we are not 
received. The Indians who come from the mountains have to rest in the halls, only 
to be dealt with by subordinate officials who give them the runaround and solve 


gainst the Public Employees 


2 


ae 


Nor do they resolve the demands of their own workers, the public employees, whom 
the Vazquez Colmenares government paid salaries ranging between 4,000 and 6,0V0 
pesos per month, without his traditional leaders doing anything to improve them. 
t one day (2 and a half years ago), the public employees rebelled. They disclaimed 
tne traditionalists and appointed a new leader: Reveriano Andres Chagoya, against 
whom the governor has used all “*ypes of tricks and devious means to force him to 
yield and to have a docile union again. 


70 











Nevertheless, Reveriano has succeeded in holding his own, backed by his nearly 
5,000 union members who, in defiance of the governor, on 12 May of this year, 

after a meeting, carried him on their shoulders through the town and were about 
to seize the Government Palace. The armed guards prevented them from doing so. 


Six days later, Reveriano and about 20 union leaders, not having rezeived a response 
to their demands, decided to meet with the governor, seeking him at the palace, to 
submit their petition for a 30 percent salary raise to him. The leader recalls: 


"Since we knew that they would not allow us to enter together, we filed in two by 
two, sO aS not to attract attention, and then we all gathered outside the governor's 
office. We waited there until the governor came out. He was accompanied by his 
private secretary, Carlos Hernandez, and when he saw us, since he is no politician, 
he tried to evade us, to escape. 


"*Goodbye, goodbye,’ he said, taking longer steps. 


"Reveriano begged: ‘Please, Mr Governor, we want you to take it. Please liste to 
us; we are not criminals.’ 


"Deaf to the request, the governor walked faster; but the other comrades cut him 
off until they forced him to stop. 


""What do you want?’ he asked angrily. 


""We want you to listen to us, Mr Governor. We are not pinkos; what we are asking 
for is just, and if we resort directly to you it is because the chief clerk (Helio- 
doro Diaz Escarraga) only gives us the runaround and is not keeping the promise 
made to us.’ 


""Hold it,’ interrupted Valzquez Colmenares. ‘I don't meddle in your affairs, so 
don’t you meddle in mine. The chief clerk is a confidante of mine, and he will 
stay here because I want him to. I don’t give in to pressure.’ 


"Vazquez Colmenares continued walking, and started to go down the palace's main 
staircase; but suddenly he stopped, turned around and shouted at us: 


""You have already heard it; I don’t give in to pressure, and I shall not change 
my mind.’ 


""Death to the chief clerk!’ shouted a female comrade, in turn, responding to the 
governor. 


"*Death!* chimed in the others. 
"And, meanwhile, Vazquez Colmenares was escaping. He climbed into his car, went 
forward about 10 meters, but then went into reverse, approaching us who had just 


come down. He got out of the car, slammed the door and asked: 


"Where is Reveriano?' 





"T was afraid, but some female comrades from the coast, where there are very high- 
spirited women, approached me and said: 'Don't be afraid, Reveriano.' And I 
answered: 


""Here, Mr Governor.' 


""It is the feeling of the rank and file; I cannot silence them,’ I began to explain, 
but the comrades interrupted me and confronted him: 


""Look , Governor, Reveriano is not alone, and we are not fools who can be scared,’ 
said one of them. And the other one added: 


"" Let's see, Governor, where is the right to a hearing? We ask it of you and you 
refuse it.' 


""Your behavior is quite scandalous. It is worse than that of a trucker," accused 


a third woman, while the other public employees surrounded Vazquez Colmenares' 
car. 


"Then the governor turned to enter his car, accelerated and drove it against the 
people to make way. And while he was leaving, the palace guards (three in uniform) 
were laughing loudly." 


Reveriano reports that, to date (last week), the chief clerk was still refusing 
to sign the agreement for a 15 percent raise as an emergency salary that was approv- 
ed on the national level in early July. 


Despite Reveriano'’s assiduous action, the public employees of Oaxaca continue to 
have low salaries, ranging between 12,000 and 18,000 pesos per month. And what 
hurts them most is when they compare these with what the high-ranking government 
employees earn, for example, Jesus Martinez Alvarez, genezal secretary of govern- 
ment, who earns an actual salary of 128,175 pesos. And although these latter 
salaries are not so big when compared with what the federal officials earn, the 
problem is complicated by nepotism. Here are some examples: 


Herman Guzman Mendez, cousin of the governor's wife, is a delegate in the Secretariat 
of Communications and Transportation in Oaxaca; a brother of the governor's private 
secretary, Carlos Hernandez, is director of fishing in the state government and 
delegate in the Secretariat of Fishing (up until last year, he was administrator 

of the airport); and the private secretary's wife, Luz Maria Topete de Hernandez, 

is in charge of the regional center of the National Institute of Anthropology and 
History. Jorge Cruz Ahedo, the governor's private secretary, is a brother-in-law 

of the director of urban development and public works, Carlos Eduardo Morales 
Rodriguez; and the sister of Cruz Ahedo, Georgina Mungaray Ahedo (wife of Carlos 
Eduardo) was director of special events in the state's Directorate of Tourist 
Promotion. Jose Alberto Ramirez, father of the director of culture and recreation, 
Jose Alberto Ramirez de Aguila, is the governor's legal adviser; the chief clerk, 
Heliodoro Diaz Escarraga, has two sisters working in the government; and Jorge 
Zarate Mijangos, the governor's "personal consultant" and childhood friend, managed 
to assign his son, Hector Zarate Ramirez, first, as the governor's private secretary, 
later to the position of chief clerk and now merely collecting in the government. 
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Since Vazquez Colmenares arrived in the governor's office, a new saint has appeared 
in Oaxaca: San Genaro (Vazquez Colmenares), a very marvelous lawyer who can do 
everything. This is how the people of Oaxaca canonized him, upon learning of his 
skill as a defender of political bosses on the Isthmus. 


In addition to the fact that San Genaro can solve everything (problems of taxi 
drivers, bus drivers and wood cutters), his many businesses make him a very powerful 
man. Among the small miracles credited to him by the people of Oaxaca are the 
Chimaly travel agency, the newspaper EXTRA DE OAXACA, Papaloapan Real Estate and 

the infrastructure (a five-unit rotary press) with which to public a new newspaper 
in Tuxtepec. 


This new patron saint of Oaxaca demonstrated his power a few days ago: He avoided 
being taken to jail on charges of being a drug trafficker; and although he and his 
brother, the governor, denied the charge, the reporter had access to the record of 
the action for relief taken by Genaro Vazquez Colmenares "against acts by the attor- 
ney general of the republic and the Federal Judicial Police.” 


The "acts complained of" by San Genaro are "orders by the attorney general and the 
general director of preliminary investigations aimed at depriving me of my personal 
liberty, arresting me, holding me, confining me, presenting me and keeping me 
incommunicado for reasons unknown to me." 


And all this because, on 10 June of this year, "I learned unofficially (Genaro 
claims) that the responsible authorities identified as those giving orders had 
ordered those identified as executors to confine me, keep me incommunicado, hold 
me, etc., for purposes completely unknown to me, because I am dissociated from the 
commission of any kind of criminal acts." 


Thus, San Genaro is now about to become a martyr. 


But no; his power and his miracles are so effective that those who are evil can do 
nothing against him. On the contrary, at the end of July, all the judicial police 
were removed from the Tuxtepec area. 


Overwhelmed by so many problems, Governor Vazquez Colmenares has remained locked 

up in his office. He had never suffered so much since 1965, when he started working 
as private secretary to the then governor of Baja California Sur, Hugo Cervantes 

del Rio, whom he succeeded, from 1970 to 1973, in the Secretariat of the Presidency 
of the Republic, and not even from 1973 to 1977, when he was director of ASA 
[Airports and Auxiliary Services], or from 1977 to 1980, when he served as director 
of Aeromexico. 


At that time, the Usila and Santiago Rivers were overflowing. Their waters were 
demolishing 400 planted hectares and were inundating towns, while the political 
conflict was growing throughout the entire state, and was also overflowing into 
Juchitan, only a few days before the elections to renew the “hamber of Deputies. 


But, dissociated from the conflict, Mr Perez (responsible for receiving the peti- 
tions for hearings and an old friend of the governor) was caressing with both hands 
the lapels of his heavy cashmere suit and listening: 











"Good, very good, Perez,” admitted Vazquez Colmenares, facing the chessboard on 
which the blacks were checking. 


And Mr Perez, flattered, was rubbing his hands there in the governor's office, 


while outside, in the halls of the Government Palace, patience was personified by 
a dozen Indians seeking an audience. 


Dissociated, in turn, from the exploit of Mr Perez, Amuzgos, Mixes, Zapotecas, 
Mixtecos and Zoques remained seated on the floor, amid countless cigarette butts, 
evidence of their long wait. They wanted to see the governor, or at least his 
private secretary, to make complaints, and demands... 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


YOUTH FACING UNEMPLOYMENT, LACK OF TRAINING 

Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 1-4 Aug 83 

{[Four-part article by David Siller and Angelica Abelleyra] 
[Part I: 1 Aug 83 pp 1, 4] 


[Text] We number over 70 million Mexicans, and more than 70 percent of that total 
are young people; in other words, slightly over 48 million inhabitants are under 
29 years of age. The so-called "country's future" is undergoing and facing a 
chaotic present and prospects that are even more uncertain. The current situation 
for this population is inequitable, critical and flawed in education, health, 
employment, sports, recreation, political participation and sex education, among 
other areas. Most of the youth of this nation is uninformed, depoliticized and 
poorly trained. Their common features are unemployment and underemployment. The 
socially pathological phenomena such as drug addiction, alcoholism and crime, with 
all their facets, are increasing among adolescents in particular. 


More than 50 percent of the country's young people, about 15 million, are alienated. 
A considerable number are Indians, and over 13 million do not speak Spanish. Nearly 
all the youth consists of peasants excluded from social benefits, in which it is 

the urban groups that share, to a greater or lesser extent. This, in addition to 
the situation prevailing in the rural areas, forces them to emigrate in search of 
opportunities to the locations that they consider productive, such as the Federal 
District and its metropolitan area, Guadalajara, Monterrey and most of the towns 
bordering the United States. 


Thus, because of the lack of employment in the primary and secondary sectors, over 
half of the youth is working in the tertiary one, and only partially; while others 
are employed in activities involving household service, maintenance, repair shops 
or small business, and most of them have joined the armies of fire-eaters, itiner- 
ant salesmen, windshield cleaners, shoeshine boys, lottery ticket vendors, basket 
sellers, cart operators, match vendors or car wash workers, or are engaged in 
other activities typical of unemployment. 


As for education, the situation is no less serious, because despite the fact that, 


during the past 5 years, the number of enrollments on the secondary, intermediate 
and higher levels has doubled, the centralization to which education has been subject 
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in the country has caused, on the one hand, a lack of continuity in many courses 
and, on the other, dropouts, due to the present economic conditions. Only 26 out 
of every 100 university students complete their studies, and they are in a limited 
occupational field, because only 55 percent of those graduating receive employ- 
ment; in other words, only 14 of the 26 with a profession who finish a course find 
jobs. 


In brief, of the approximately 16 million young people between the ages of 15 and 
24, more than a million are illiterate. Over 50 percent of the total young popula- 
tion between 15 and 26 years of age is unemployed and underemployed. 


With regard to health, the situation is even more complicated. Data from the World 
Health Organization's Secretariat of Health and Assistance note: “Every year, an 
average of 2.3 million children are born in the country; half of them are born 
without medical care, and hence 138,000 die before reaching the age of 1 year. Of 
those who survive, 67 percent are doomed to malnutrition, and over half already 
suffer from congenital diseases of the heart, deformities and tumors, and only 10 
percent are healthy children." 


The statistics also indicate that a high percentage of children are victims of 
accidents, burns, vehicle collisions, the drinking of acids or caustic substances, 
choking and falls. The strange part about it is that 80 percent of the incidents 
occurring daily take place in their own homes. Another solid, categorical fact: 
According to estimates from the Mexican Association of Exfoliative Cytology, Mexico 
has 22 million women over the age of 15, 220,000 of whom require anti-cancer treat- 
ment. 


Moreover, the Adolescent Department of the Mexico City Children’s Hospital states 
that the population between 12 and 18 years of age suffers primarily from conditions 
involving intestinal or gastrointestinal disease, otorhinolaryngological or ortho- 
pedic ailments, convulsive fits, disturbed behavior, aggressiveness and learning 
disability, among other conditions, in addition to obesity. 


The Health Care Department of the Clinical Sciences Area at UAM [Metropolitan Auto- 
nomous University]-Xochimilco notes that, based upon research conducted among the 
school population at that institution, diseases were detected ranging from mycosis 
to those of the oncological type (cancer), as well as intenstinal problems, psycho- 
logical ones (stress) and dermatological conditions, in addition to malnutrition; 
and it stresses that there is no specialized medical care for young people: all 

of this without counting the shortcomings in hospital infrastructure to treat the 
country's young population. 


In the area of sex education there is a highly significant lag, which may be summa- 
rized by stating that there are 18 million young people with sexual problems due 
to lack of instruction and information, as well as the many taboos and prejudices. 


The indexes in the area of social pathology involving alcoholism, drug addiction, 
delinquency and crime have become widespread and are on the rise. For example, 
every year 80,000 young people join the ranks of the alcoholics. But the strongest 
army is the one of drug addicts, on which there are no statistics; but it is 
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estimated that most of the young people consume the following stimulants: inhalants, 
amphetamines, medicines, marijuana and cocaine, primarily in the cities and towns 
in the central part of the country; because on the northern border the most common 
drugs among the youth are the more destructive ones: morphine, heroin, "angel dust” 
and cocaine, among others. Although much of the young population, especially in 
the cities and towns, consumes hallucinogenic substances: peyote and mushrooms (in 
season), the young Indians consume them for the most part for other purposes of a 
traditional, cultural and religious nature. 


Gangs have intensified on a large scale all over the country, particularly in 
Mexico City. Therein lies the reason for the increase in holdups, murders, rapes 
and other criminal phenomena in which youths under 25 years of age are the leading 
participants. 


As for battered children, according to reports from the National Institute of 
Pediatrics, in 5 percent of the cases occurring in Mexico which require hospitali- 
zation, the person responsible is not identified. Moreover, the Forensic “_<°-al 
Service of the Federal District Attorney General's Office commented that, durin, 
the past 5 years, the cases of individuals killed or injured by sexual violence 
have doubled. Every year, nearly 2,000 rapists are arrested, only half of whom 
are tried; and this does not count the cases not reported. The victims are usually 
women between 15 and 19 years of age. 


Statistics 


Dispassionate figures from the last census summarized by the National Population 
Council give us the following startling results concerning the nation's youth: 
From 0 to 4 years, there are 11 million; from 5 to 9 years, over 10 million; from 
10 to 14 years, slightly over 10 million; from 15 to 19 years, nearly 9 million; 
from 20 to 24 years, 8 million; and from 25 to 29 years, approximately 7 million. 


The largest growth rates are recorded in Quintana Roo (8.7 percent), the State of 
Mexico (6.8 percent), Baja California Sur (5.4 percent) and the Federal District 
(3.0 percent). The states with the largest young population are the following: 
the Federal District, the State of Mexico, Veracruz, Jalisco, Puebla, Guanajuato, 
Michoacan, Chiapas and Chihuahua. 


The largest number of births occur in the country's South Pacific area; as a rule, 
women between the ages of 20 and 24 have had from one to two children; and those 
from 25 to 29 years old have from two to four. 


As for the branch of work activity, the situation is as follows: There are 7.2/2 
million young people employed in agricultura, livestock raising, forestry and 
hunting; there are 119,000 in the oil industry; the extractive industry employs 
146,000; the processing industry, 3.272 million; the construction industry, 835,000; 
the electric power branch, 19,000; commerce, 1.806 million; transportation, 534,000; 
and services, 3.974 million. 


The inactive young population numbers 18.974971 million; and those in unspecified 
activities total 1.5 million. 
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Regarding the po, ‘lation according to its literacy status, on the national level 
there are 30.1831.2 million literate youths and 5.750094 million illiterate; the 
unspecified group totals 2.398 million. Based on schooling level, the population 

10 years of age and older is distributed thusly: there are nearly 10 million attend- 
ing grades one to three of elementary school; 15.178424 million are attending grades 
four to six; and 11.345 miliion have some post-elementary education. 


As for the distribution of the young population according to marital status, the 
situation appears as follows: there are about 15 million single youths between the 
ages of 12 and 29; nearly 2 million youths have had civil marriages; 250,000 have 
been married in the Church; while the youth with both civil and Church marriages 
total nearly 4 million. About 1.5 million are in free unions, and 2 million are 
separated. The widowed number approximately 90,000; the divorced, 50,000; and the 
unspecified (those who did not respond or do not accept their social status) number 
13.5 million. 


The young population is tending to grow, and it is estimated that by 1985 there will 
be 32 million children between 0 and 4 years old; by 1990, there will be 31 million; 
by 1995, it is thought that there will be over 21 million; and by the year 2000 
there will be an increase to nearly 30 million with an average age of 0-14 years. 


[Part II: 2 Aug 83 pp 1, 4] 


[Text] The youth of Mexico lives aloof from organized politics, not only out of 
apathy but owing to a rejecting attitude toward the political parties, which they 
consider “manipulative.” This is shown by the fact that only 500,000 youths in the 
entire country are members of the youth organizations of PRI [Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party], PSUM (Unified Socialist Party of Mexico], PAN [National Action 
Party], PPS [Popular Socialist Party], PST [Socialist Workers Party], PRT [Revolu- 
tionary Workers Party] and PMT [Mexican Workers Party]. Moreover, the leaders of 
these political parties agree in stating that the mass media (primarily radio and 
television) have contributed to the depoliticization and loss of social, economic 
and cultural values among the younger generation. 


The party leaders also cite the need to restructure the military and social servic- 
es, and to create an agency that would deal with the youth's basic problems and 
exceed what CREA [National Council of Resources for the Care of Youth] has done to 
date; as well as for each political party to disseminate its plans widely among the 
youth, and for the political parties themselves to organize the youth to demand its 
essential needs. They add that there should be even more promotion for women's 
participation in political affairs, construction of more recreation and sports 
facilities and elimination of the repressive entities harassing the youth every day. 


The youth leaders of these political parties also agree in stating that the chief 
problems facing the younger generation are the shortcomings in employment, educa- 
tion, sex informatior and health. 


There is participation in politics by the youth in only 17 of the country's 
federated entities. 
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The origins of the political groups for youth date back to the 1920's, with the 
creation of the Mexican Catholic Youth Association (ACJM), which had an influence 
in Guadalajara, nearly all of Bajio and urban Mexico City. But-in 1939, the party 
in power (National Revolutionary Party) formed the Confederation of Mexican Youth 
(CJM), a youth organization promoted by the ideas of Lazaro Cardenas. This organi- 
zation, headed by Carlos Alberto Madrazo, was the main predecessor of PRI's youth 
militancy. It included many social organizations, rural schoolteachers and univer- 
sity members. Leaders such as Luis Echeverria Alvarez, Jose Lopez Portillo, Hector 
Mayagoitia, Enrique Ramirez y Ramirez and Manuel Martlett, among others, were 
trained in CJM. 


In 1973, when CJM embarked on a crisis, it was restructured into the National Move- 
ment of Revolutionary Youth (MNJR) that represented for the government party a means 
for combining in the PRI's ranks the dissatisfied young people who had dispersed 
after the movement of 1968. The current leader of MNJR, Jose Encarnacion Alfaro, 
remarks that the problemof youth is the same as that of the society; in other words, 
a tragic situation. He claims that the most politicized youth is that of the nm.4dle 
class. The leader notes that the policy regarding news media carried out to date 
has been negative for the youth, "because it denationalizes the value or values 

that Mexican youth hold. It causes them to become familiar with circumstances 
dissociated from their daily lives." 


As for political participation, Alfaro comments that it must go “beyond the current 
situation." The young people must participate in the political parties, "because 
the latter have a plan for social development and because this is the most suitable 
means for channeling their concerns.” 


The National Action Party’s youth leader, Guillermo Castillo, for his part, claims 
that it is important for the youth to participate in politics and to channei their 
concerns through the political party that they wish, but with conviction. He main- 
tains that the youth's fundamental problems are lack of employment, poor educational 
programs, and lack of guidance and information regarding sex education, a need to 
instill a civic spirit and to return to religion, and the problem of excessive 
consumption. He claims that the Mexican revolution was a failure, because "if it 
had been effective, we would have a different, more consistent political system." 

He adds that the mass media must be changed, as must military service and social 
service. 


According to Roberto Zamarripa, of the PSUM Youth Movement, the youth "is an impor- 
tant sector, not only because of its numbers, but basically owing to the opportuni- 
ties that it has to contribute to the nation's historical development. Our country 
belongs to the youth: in productive activity and employment; but there is no youth 
in either politics or in the most important decisions made in Mexico. Our society 
discriminates against youth." He thinks that the news media propose to the youth 
types of subjection to preestablished patterns that are not in keeping with our 
country's values. Moreover, he believes that the only thing CREA has done is to 
bureaucratize the youth's treatment. The PST youth leader, Cesar Alberto Buen- 
tiempo, in turn, thinks that no political party has been an alternative for solving 
the youth's problems, "but rather, youth has been used as a tool, and for this very 
reason it has not found a viable solution for its problems.” 
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As for the PPS youth leader, Jorge Aboud, he claims that the youth's probiems, in 
addition to that of unemployment, are the shortcomings in education and health; 
and he thinks that the penetration by radio and television has confused the youth, 
introducing among them life styles that are unrelated to the real situation that 
we are experiencing. 


PMT cgrees with the other parties regarding youth's fundamental problems, and hence 
it has organized the National Youth Association for the purpose of backing the 
youth’s struggles. It also notes that radio and telephone play a decisive role 

in ignorance among the youth, and for this reason they should be nationalized. 


Finally, PRT demands employment and education, claiming the right to sexuality, to 
vote and to abortion, as well as the promotion of sports. It calls for the elimi- 
nation of compulsory military service, the right to vote at age 16, a change in 
the news media, creation of autonomous youth agencies and the abolishment of 
repressive groups. 


[Part III: 3 Aug 83 pp l, 6] 


[Text] The health problems of the young Mexican population may be summarized as 
follows: 30 percent of the deaths are of children born in the rural areas, mainly 
in Indian communities or in settlements excluded from the urban areas. The funda- 
mental cause: malnutrition. 


There is insufficient hospital infrastructure, and a concentration of physicians 

in the cities and towns, and this is the reason that the younger generation, parti- 
cularly in the rural areas, receives only dubious care. One item of information: 
Of the total number of consultations offered daily at the Mexico City Children's 
Hospital, over 60 percent are for rural children. In other words, they have to go 
to the urban centers to receive medical care. 


The young people’s ailments are numerous, but lung and gastrointestinal illnesses, 
including poliomyelitis, are predominant. There are bad eating habits (the cases 
of obesity proliferate) and most of the young people suffer from parasitic diseases. 


According to reports from the same Mexico City Children's Hospital, a high percen- 
tage of adolescents have problems involving social adjustment. 


Based upon estimates made by the Mexican Institute of Sexology and the Autonomous 
Metropolitan University (UAM), the lack of guidance and information on sex educa- 
tion has caused about 18 million young people to encounter problems with their 
partners: 60 percent of the males have premature ejaculation problems and 40 percent 
of the females suffer inability to experience orgasm. 


A survey on sex education conducted by the Autonomous Metropolitan University (with 
the coordination of Dr Hector Gabriel Perez Ruiz) among 300 students between the 
ages of 20 and 24 had the following conclusions: 30 percent of females and 85 
percent of males admitted to practicing masturbation; 41 percent of the total said 
that they had begun their sexual activity before the age of 19; 70 percent of 
females claimed to suffer pain and upsets during sexual relations; 47 percent of 
males complained of premature ejaculation; and 19 percent of females claimed to 
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have had pregnancies. Of this group, 35 percent decided to have the child, and 
65 percent opted for abortion. This is the situation among the university sector, 
but it is more serious among the youth who have no type of information. 


Sexuality has changed from being a private matter to being one of public concern. 

In a large number of instances, sex education begins after the young people have 

had an abortion or a delivery, in the case of females, and after they have contract- 
ed some disease, in the case of males; indicating that the sex guidance arrives too 
late. 


As for contraceptive methods (pills, injections, devices, ovules, diaphrayms, foam, 
condoms, rhythm, interrupted coitus, saipingoplasia and vasectomy), the young people 
are unfamiliar with their operation and. when using them, resort to the less effec- 
tive ones, namely,: ovules, foam, rhythm and interrupted coitus, among others; 
because the high cost of the other methods, added to moral reasons, limits their 
use. As a result, pregnancy occurs, and in most instances, induced abortior. In 
this regard, Dr Perez Ruiz notes that many university women stop their studies «pon 
becoming pregnant. 


This study claims that: 1. the state should assume responsibility for promoting and 
evaluating the sex education programs,through both educational facilities (SEP 
[Public Education Secretariat]) and health facilities (SSA [Health and Assistance 
Secretariat]; 2. the services aimed at dealing with the sexuality of young people 
should be socialized; and, 3. the guidance begun in the schools and families should 
be intensified, and the concerns of youth in this regard should be treated in an 
integrated manner. 


As for homosexuality (which is claimed to have increased owing to the influence of 
the news media), the specialists indicate that it is not caused by problems of a 
genetic nature, but rather by the environment, and that it occurs among all social 
classes. The latest research on this subject has revealed that homosexuality is 

a sexual preference that is established at an early age in the lives of individuals, 
and that it develops just like heterosexuality. 


Data from the SSA's National Institute of Health and the World Health Organization 
point out that the main causes of disease are premature birth, weakness due to the 
mother’s malnutrition, deformities, gastrointestinal and respiratory diseases, as 
well as measles, poliomyelitis and tetanus. The deaths occur mainly in the rural 
areas, especially in Indian communities and excluded urban settlements. In the 
latter, the main cause of death is contagion, whereas in the rural areas it is the 
ignorance regarding the most fundamental standards of cleanliness. In the northern 
part of the country, the aforementioned malnutrition and children's diseases occur 
less than in the south and southeast. 


Furthermore, the statistics show that a high percentage of children are victims of 
accidents, burns, vehicle collisions, choking, and falls. The Medical Service of 
the Federal District "epartment notes that 80 percent of such accidents occur in 
the home, 11 percent at school and 9 percent oa the streets. 


According to official SSA data, the state of children’s health in Mexico has worsen- 


ed in the past 20 years, because it has been impossible to follow the population 
explosion with an equal enlargement of the health services. 
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{Part IV: 4 Aug 83 pp l, 6} 


[Text] Work and education are two key problems for the country’s youth. The lack 
of training is a constant factor, The centralism of intermediate and higher level 
schools, as well as of sources of employment, has increased the school dropouts, 
underemployment and unemployment. At present, there are about 19 million inactive 
young people. The few professionals who manage to enter the job market earn low 
salaries because of lack of experience. Moreover, the exploitation of children is 
rising. Every day hundreds of children join the armies of match vendors, basket 
sellers, car washers and itinerant vendors who have no job protection. Women are 
the ones who face the worst part of this situation. 


Data from SEP’s Undersecretariat of Higher Education indicate that, of all the youths 
entering the various higher education centers (currently slightly over 850,000 are 
taking those courses), 50 percent are mistaken in selecting courses , in both 
private and government institutions; and half of the university students do not 
finish the course. It is indicated that the dropouts occur mainly during the first 
year of professional studies. 


About 33 percent of students leave the course between the first and second semesters, 
and another 10 percent do so before the end of the second year. The department 
comments: "Of the large number of students taking higher education, only half are 
active between the third and last semester of the course. The other half occupies 
the university classrooms only a short time.” 


In this respect, the newly formed National Association of Youth offers the follow- 
ing data: "The problem of education is manifested primarily by the inadequacy of 
educational institutions, demonstrated by the thousands of young people rejected by 
preparatory schools, colleges of science and humanities, and normal schools. This 
year, of 100,000 young people who took their admission test on a high school diploma 
level in the Federal District, 60,000 were rejected." 


Unemployment and Underemployment 


Mexico City, Guadalajara and Monterrey are the cities which employ the largest 
volume of young labor. The differences in the production structure of each of 

these cities are major. For example, despite the fact that Mexico City and its 
metropolitan area have the largest industrial production in the country, it absorbs 
only 32.3 percent of the young work force, while it employs 34.3 percent in the 
services branch. In Monterrey, the opportunites are offered chiefly by the manufac- 
turing industry, and in Guadalajara a situation very similar to that of the Federal 
District holds true. 


A report from SPP is telling with regard to the labor situation in the Federal 
District: There are 2.181165 youths between the ages of 12 and 20 who are working 
or attending school, while the inactive youth numbers 1.765 million. It should be 
noted that these figures are from 1980. 


A study made by the National Council of Resources for the Care of Youth (CREA) and 
the Center for Third World Economic and Social Studies (CEESTEM), entitled "Adoles- 
cent Economic Participation,” indicates that there are many children under 16 years 














of age involved in "informal" economic activity in Mexico City: there are no exact 
statistics. 


The ages of the itinerant vendors, match vendors, car caretakers, car washers, 
chicha sellers, basket vendors, shoeshine boys, newspaper hawkers, windshield 
washers, and haulers, among others, fluctuate between 9 and 13 years, primarily. 
It should be pointed out that there are more males than females participating in 
these activities typical of unemployment, because the females tend to be hired for 
activities such as household and commercial service. 


Females in Jcbs 


DATA from CREA note that young women have remained at a disadvantage insofar as 
job opportunities are concerned. When women participate in production activities 
they are confined to certain occupations “appropriate for their sex," associated 
with low levels of pay, which are regarded as an extension of household taskc 


The female participation has a behavior different from that of the males. Women 
reach the height of their activity between ages 20 and 24, whereas men do so between 
ages 35 and 39. Also, as a rule, women stop working after age 25, because they 
marry or have children. 
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